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The Keys of God 
By Charles A. Campbell, D.D. 


LORD, put thou a lock upon my heart, 
My lips, my will: that there may never start 
One thought or word or deed untrue to thee ; 
Set thou the lock, and keep secure, I pray, the key. 


O Lord, my King, do thou unlock my will, 

My lips, my heart: and by thy spirit fill 

My will with power, my lips with gentle speech, 

And make my heart with love the wide world feach. 
DENVER, COLo. 











On Joining the Church 

Personal goodness does not qualify us for joining 
the church of Christ. A man must have a better, 
more enduring claim than that if he would be received 
into the church as a worthy associate of other church- 
members. Yet some good people are actually re- 
maining outside the church to-day because they hold 
to the mistaken notion that goodness zs the test for 
membership. A young man who gives freely to church 
work, but who refuses to connect himself with the 
church that he largely supports, said the other day 
that he had ‘‘never seen the time yet when he was 
good enough to join the church.’’ He never will. 
Nor has he ever seen the time when any one else he 
knows was good enough to join the church. If, in- 
deed, he thought he had‘ attained to that standard 
of goodness, what assurance would he have that to- 
morrow he would continue to hold to it? He misses 
the fact that his present conviction of personal unwor- 
thiness is his first ‘qualification for church-member- 
ship. The next question is whether he believes that 
Jesus Christ is able to save that which was lost. If 
he does, then his only rational and honorable course 
is to give himself unconditionally and publicly into the 
keeping of that Saviour. This is ‘joining the 
church.’’ The church is not a collection of ‘‘ good’’ 
people; still less a collection of people who think 
they.are good. Itis a body of persons who know 
that they are, in and of themselves, hopelessly evil, 





and who because of this conviction have’ thrown 
themselves on to the love and mercy of an omnipo- 
tent Saviour, knowing that their only hope for salva- 
tion and half-way decency lies in Him. They find 
comfort and strength in banding themselves together 
in the name of their common Saviour. Is it because 
one counts himself beneath these persons, or above 
them, that he will not join the church ? 


x 
The Safety of Liberty 


There is no place in this world or the next where 
a man has the right to doas he pleases, If he pleases 
to do wrong, he has no right to do it. He may 
do it, of course, in spite of this fact; and then he 
is punished for it, which is the very best thing that 
could happen to him, for his own sake and for others. 
This United States of America is a land of liberty, 
of freedom ; but it is no more a land where men 
may do as they please than is Russia. We must 
remember that ‘‘ liberty does not mean the license to 
do as one pleases, but the freedom to do as one 
ought." Therefore our exercise of liberty never in- 
terferes with the liberty of any one else. 


KK 
Keeping Rid of Entanglement 


Whenever any interest in life makes it harder, 
rather than easier, to give the interests of the King- 
dom first place in our lives, we cannot well afford to 
hold on to,that,interest. ..Making money fast is such 
an interest ; therefore the really consecrated Christian 
business man resolutely sets his face against schemes 
that promise speedy and inordinate return, knowing 
the almost inevitable effect of such interests on the 
King’s Business. There are certain habits and amuse- 
inents—mostly in the ‘‘ border-line’’ class—that can- 
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not satisfactorily measure up to this test for any one 
who wants to make everything contribute to his effi- 
ciency in the Kingdom. Therefore he shuts those 
habits and amusements out of his life,—or deliber- 
ately plays false to his pledged service. Paul's word 
to a young Christian friend on this principle was 
straightforward and unmistakable: ‘‘ No soldier on 
service entangleth himself in the affairs of this life ; 
that he may please him who enrolled him as a 
soldier."" Lntangleth is the test word. We must 
have much to do with the affairs of this life ; but we 
must never get so tangled up in them that our value 
as good soldiers in the service in which we have been 
enrolled is impaired. When we are honest with 
Christ and ourselves, it is not hard to decide what 
kind of affairs to let alone. 


ax 
Reputation-Building 


No man can permanently seem to be, in the eyes 
of the world, a different man from what he actually 
is when alone with himself and God. Most of us try 
to accomplish this, and many of us think that we suc- 
ceed, while we are really about as successful as the 
ostrich with his head inthe sand. The house- 
keeper whose store-room is a den of confusion cannot 
establish a reputation for orderliness and neatness by 
tidying up the library and the parlor every little 
while. The business man in whose desk-drawers are 
masses of confusion never succeeds in becoming gen- 
erally known as a model of business-system, no mat- 
ter how clean is the top of that desk which is in con- 
spicuous sight. Our reputation, in the long run,— 
and there is no other real reputation, —rests upon our 
constitutional habits. Our characters, not our affec- 
tations, determine the*public opinion of us. If we 
would be thought well of by men, let us give our 
chief attention to that which men do not see. 
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Is the Ananias Club’s Platform a Sound One? 


OST persons think that they do not believe in 
lying. If you should ask them whether they 
are prepared to defend the lie, they would in- 

dignantly answer, ‘‘Of course not!’’ But cross- 
question them a little, and it soon appears that they 
are not prepared, after all, to deny the lie any claim 
whatsoever to a courteous consideration. If an un- 
truth be told from motives wholly good, when it will 
accomplish a good end and harm no one,—why, that, 
of course, is another matter ; indeed it is not a lie at 
all. Anybody would be justified in using an untruth 
under such circumstances ; he would be a fool, and 
reprehensible, if he did not, So they say. Thus 
they defend the lie,—but only the lie of necessity, or 
the lie of downright duty, as they may call it. The 
person who denies that there is ever, under any cir- 
cumstances, any justification of the lie of necessity or 
of any other kind of lie, is extremely rare. Not one 
n in a hundred believes that the lie is never 
justifiable. If any reader of these words doubts this, 
let him simply test the matter among the next ten 
persons he meets. 

One of the leading morning newspapers of Phila- 
delphia called fora vote from its readers a few weeks 
ago on the question ‘‘Is a Lie Ever Justifiable?’’ 
and awarded cash prizes for several of the best-written 
answers, -Four-of the five prize-winning letters de- 
fended the lie ; and the editors reported that the vote 
in favor of the lie as justifiable under certain circum- 
stances was almost unanimous. Some of the points 
made by these crystal-visioned disputants were as 
follows : 

‘« Three justifiable lies—one for a friend, one for a 
woman, and one to save one’s life: To these I should 


add one to save another's life (such as the doctor's 
lie to his patient), one to further or keep from hin- 
drance a righteous cause, ard even one which would 
save without wrong a lot of unnecessary trouble.’’ 

‘The man who would not defend the honor of a 
lady by a little prevarication is a misfit, and should 
be landed in a dungeon cell.’’ 

‘*To live in peace and harmony and comfort with 
the companions you must meet, you must tell a lie 
about once every hour, and such a lie is thoroughly 
justifiable.’’ 

‘*A lie is the most deplorable of crimes except in 
those rare instances when it shields and brings about 
good.,”’ 

The term ‘‘ Ananias Club’’ has had quite popular 
usage during the last few years, springing from the 
readiness of a prominent American to characterize one 
man after another as being free from the shackles of 
truth-telling. It is not a club in which any would 
take pride in claiming membership. Yet it may be 
stated unhesitatingly that, if the defense of the lie con- 
stitutes membership, the vast majority of persons are 
members in good and regular. standing. The vote 
taken by the Philadelphia newspaper is evidence of 
this, evidence that may easily be repeated or con- 
firmed anywhere, And the question properly arises, 
Is the platform of that club a sound one? Isa lie 
ever justifiable ? No one, of course, ever defends the 
lie of the original Ananias, who with his wife was made 
such a tragic object-lesson of punishment to the early 
church, and whose case will be studied on the first 
Sunday in February by some twenty-five million Sun- 
day-school people throughout. the world. But the 
study of his case will start the discussion of the whole 
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subject of the lie ; and, it is to be feared, more than 
one Bible class will hear the lie defended by teacher 
or members. Is this as it should be? 

What is a lie, to begin with? It is an untruth,— 
that is, the assertion as a truth of that which is not 
true. It is a saying that something is so which is not 
so, or that something is not so which is so. It makes 
the truth walk backwards. It is active, not Passive. 
It is, to put it paradoxically, a positive negative. It 
is to say no when the truth is yes ; or yes when the 
truth is no. Or again, it may be effected by silence, 
or by concealment of the truth, when such silence or 
concealment results in deceiving those who have a 
right to the truth. And its purpose always is to de- 
ceive, 

In other words, let us be clear that the lie is not the 
mere concealment of the truth, but the positive mis- 
representation of the truth, or misstating of the facts. 
The concealment of the truth, whether it is done by 
silence or by the speaking of other truth, is often a 
positive duty,—provided always no lie is told in the 
process. A large part of our life is properly devoted to 
concealing the truth from those who have no right to 
the truth. But the lie must have no place in this. 

And if we would take the shortest cut to the root of 
the whole matter, and ask why one may say flatly 
and uncompromisingly that the lie has no tolerable 
place in the life or duty of any human being who 
ever lived, or who is living to-day, or who ever will 
live, we may find the answer in the eternal fact that 
God, who was, and is, and is to be, and who is the 
creator of all life, is a God of truth. Every revela- 
tion of himself to man throughout the ages shows this. 
God has never lied; he could not lie and be God. 
And what by his nature he cannot do, he cannot 
authorize his creatures to do. God can take life, and 
God can give life; so man with God's authority can 
take life and can give life. God can build up and 
God can tear down ; and man can do both of these 
in obedience to God's orders, But God cannot lie ; 
and man cannot work with God and lie. Jesus, the 
incarnation and revelation of God, said of himself, «I 
am the truth,’’ 

If therefore the omnipotent God cannot lie, noth- 
ing good that God desires for his children is ever de- 
pendent upon a lie for its bringing to pass. To 
admit anything else is to insist that the lie is a greater 
power than the omnipotence of the God of truth. 
And in so doing we must remember who is, by the 
Bible and by universal recognition, specifically recog- 
nized as the Father of Lies. The Devil holds this 
honor. So that the situation which demands a lie as 
the only means of effecting a good outcome is a situ- 
ation in which God is powerless to help, but which 
the Devil can manage for the good of all concerned. 
No other reasoning is possible. 

Look now, for a moment, at some of the cases in 
which, according to the common notion, any honor- 
able and right-thinking person should lie if he would 
do his duty. To save life, to protect health, to further 
a righteous cause, to defend honor, to live in harmony 
with -others, to bring about good. God, then, is 
powerless to accomplish these things under some 
circumstances ; we must seek the Devil's help. Put 
as bluntly as that, it does not sound just right. But 
that is exactly the situation. Was there ever a time 
when life or honor or health or a good cause could 
not be cared for by the God of truth ? 

One trouble with most of the ingenious situations by 
which the lie-defender establishes his claim is that they 
are purely imaginary. Ask such a person how many 
instances he himself has actually known, when a human 
life or a woman's honor cried out for the salvation of 
a lie. And in the rare case in real life when a lie 
seems to be needed, a little courage and faith in the 
God of truth will probably show that it was not needed. 
We shall seldom, however, meet any one who has had 
the opportunity to test this. 

Except, perhaps, in the professional life of physi- 
cians and nurses, And that phase of the subject is 
handled in a masterly way by a physician of excep- 
tional standing in the scientific world, who writes, on 
the page facing this, of the convictions to which he 
has come after trying the lie-method for seven years 
and the truth-method for eight. He is not a theorist, 
in either ethics or medicine. He deals in facts. His 
article is probably one of the most disconcerting to 
the defender of the justifiable lie that has ever been 
published, and The Sunday School Times rejoices in 
the privilege of circulating it while the platform of the 
original Ananias is under discussion. 

Honor is never defended by dishonor ; it need call 
no such poltroon to help its cause. Human life that 
can be extended for a few years only by a bargain 
with the Father of Lies is paid for at too high a price. 
When we must lie to live, the next world is a safer 
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and a better place for us than this. Even to a super- 
ficial observer, to enter upon immortal life unstained 


. by a lie would seem to be preferable to hanging on to 


mortal life and to a lie at the same time. Righteous, 


causes are not strengthened by that which saps the’ 


very foundation of men’s confidence in each other. 
Harmonious relations with our fellow-men do not de- 
pend upon a thing that breeds distrust and discord. 
A method which works its most disastrous effects upon 
the one who uses it is not likely to bea safe ‘‘ shield."’ 

When one considers the principles that are really 
involved in the question of the lie, it seems strange 
that it is a question at all among right-minded peo- 

le. But it is still debated. The Sunday School 

imes counts itself fortunate in the exceptional char- 
acter of its reading constituency, yet it has never 
taken up in its columns—as it has done over and over 
again—the absolute unworthiness and sin of the lie, 
without being called to account, sharply or gently as 
the case may be, by some of its readers. 

It will be so this time. Readers will want to know 
if The Sunday School Times actually means to take 
such an extreme pusition as to suggest that a lie 
really would not be proper in ‘‘ the following case,’’— 
and then there will be cited just such a case, probably 
imaginary, as the self-elected members of the Ana- 
nias Club have, ever since his day, delighted in de- 
scribing as ‘‘posers’’ for the man who declines an 
election to membership with them. ‘ Honor,’ life, 
or health will be shown to be trembling in the bal- 
ance until the liar speaks their safety ; and the tem- 
poral safety of all these will be rated as, of course, 
the most important consideration in life. The sug- 
gestion that there may be something that is worth 
more to a man or a woman than reputation, health, 
or life, does not enter into their calculations. 

















Must Self-Love Go? 

Self ought to die ; but: self: dies hard; Even in 
those who are high up in the scale of. Christian. devo- 
tion and service, self succeedsin suggesting that, after 
all, it has a proper place in one’s regard and care, 
provided it is not allowed to exceed its claim. And 
then Scripture passages are cited in. proof. When- 
ever The Sunday School Times is merciless in grant- 
ing no rightful place to self or self-love, this question 
is raised. Thus a long-time reader in California 
writes, appreciatively and thoughtfully : 

I am prompted by a sentence in your editorial paragraph 
entitled ‘‘ Pity That is Poisonous,’’ to make my first venture 
in asking for light from the source whence so often illumina- 
tion has come, ‘‘ Notes on Open Letters.” 

I can readily understand and fully agree in your character- 
ization of self-pity and its baleful effects, but the sentence on 
which light is desired is this : ‘* Pity is said to be akin to love, 
and we are to love all men, even our enemies ; but we are not 
to love self.'" Now while I fully agree with your oft repeated 
statement that ‘‘ self’ is to have no consideration whatever in 
the sense of “fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind,'’ yet does not the Saviour’s summary of the second 
commandment og a certain kind of self-love, when he 
says, “Thou shalt love thy ~~. as thyself’? And in 
John 12: 25, where the motive **hating his life in this 
world" is that the believer may ‘‘ keep it unto life eternal,'’ is 
there not an appeal to a es of self-love? And if ix no 
sense self-love is allowable, how then are we to understand 
a 5: 28—** He that loveth his own wife loveth him- 
self" ? 


When our Lord told us that we must love our 
neighbor as ourself, he plainly meant that we must 
give our neighbor the place in our thought and care 
that we had been giving to self. And as two bodies 
cannot occupy the same place at the same time, self 
must get crowded out. Self-love is natural ; neigh- 
bor-love, and enemy-love, are not natural, but they 
are Christlike, and they cannot exist with self-love. 
The two are in sharp conflict. Christ did not make 
them parallel, but he replaced one with the other. 
‘« Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself'’ not only 
can mean, but it must mean, by the test of experi- 
ence : ‘‘ Thou shalt love thy neighbor as [thou hast 
loved, or wouldst love] thyself."’ 

That there is ultimate gain to self in giving self no 
place ia our love is, of course, a fact that is taught 
throughout the New Testament. But this gain can 
never be realized by one whose chief motive in 
«* loving "’ his.neighbor is gain to himself. Such self- 
prompted love for others is not love at all. Self-forget- 
fulness is the first step in real love. Self-crucifixion, 
self-death, lead to eternal life. 

In the passage cited from John, Jesus was talking 
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about life, not about self, and he pointed out that the 
free spending of life was the surest way to win 


life. The desire to live eternally must not be con-. 


founded with self-love. A man might long to live in 
order to conquer self and to serve others more com- 
pletely than he had ever succeeded in doing. More- 
over, in the phrase, ‘‘he that hateth his life in this 
world shall keep it unto life eternal,’’ the first word 
‘‘life’’ is a different word, in the Greek, from the 
second word ‘life."" By hating one thing a man 
gets, not that same thing, but another. If this verse 
were, therefore, read as an appeal to self-love as the 
correspondent suggests, we should see that the self 
that is hated is not to be recovered, but something 
else is to take its place. 

Paul did not to deceive any one when he 
wrote to the Ephesians that ‘‘ he that loveth his own 
wife loveth himself,’’ nor can this appeal to men to 
love their wives be fairly counted as justifying self- 
love because of that figure. Man and wife are ‘‘ one 
flesh,’ to be sure, and a man who loves his wife 
thereby loves a person who is one with himself. But 
he does not love his se/f in so doing. A man can 
love his wife unselfishly, as he cannot love himself 
unselfishly. And only the man who does zof love 
himself can love his wife as Christ would have him do. 
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An Advertising Expert’s View 
of Church-Bulletin Advertising 

The church side of the question of carrying paid 
advertising in the bulletins or calendars of local 
churches, in order to defray the cost of publication, is 
not the only side. The side of the advertiser himself 
is entitled to be counted as quite fifty percent of the 
problem. A California pastor's letter on the subject 
was published here recently, and expressed the view, 
with which the Times concurred, that such advertising 
is out of keeping with the purpose and use of church 
bulletins. Nowa prominent advertising man presents 
the side of the advertiser. The following letter is 
from the Principal of the School of Advertising of the 
widely known .International Correspondence Schools 
at Scranton, Pennsylvania : 


As a practical advertising man, I can give you another good 
reason why church people should not try to sell advertising 
space in their programs, bulletins, etc. Te is generally con- 
ceded by experienced advertisers that space’in suclr iiediums 
is not, as a rule, worth anywhere near the price asked. A great 
many advertisers, therefore, speak of the solicitation as ‘‘ reli- 

ious graft’’; and in some cities the oe merchants 

ave had to adopt resolutions against all program advertising 
and post such resolutions  aaggeominengy 4 in their stores. There are 
a of course ; the space in some bulletins may be 
worth what is asked; many advertisers willingly help such 
enterprises, and it is possible that some get value received ; 
but if I take space in such mediums, I usually charge the price 
up as an extra church contribution—not as an advertising in- 


vestment. S. ROLAND HALL. 


So it looks as though church-bulletin advertising 
hadn't a leg to stand on. It is counted an imposition 
by advertisers, and it offends the good taste of church 
people. . The California pastor ought to rest easy in 
his decision against it. 

ie 


The Daily Altar 


By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A. 
February 1 to 7 


MON.—Almighty God, I thank thee for the menniorning 
ministry of thy grace. I pray that it may work upon my min 
and heart to-day. Let some desert place be beautiful, and 
made to blossom like the rose. 

TUES.—Most gracious Lord, I pray for all the sons and 
daughters of men. May those who know thee be confirmed 
in their faith ! May those who are in the bondage of indiffer- 
ence be delivered unto freedom ! May those who are halting 
between two opinions have their minds decided upon the side 
of Christ! Let all the people praise thee ! 

WED.—Most gracious Lord, I thank thee for the freshness 
of thy promise. a bless thee that it never grows old or stale. 
‘Thy provision is as new as my need. Help me to feed upon 
it by faith and so become strong in my Lord. 

‘THURS.—Eternal God, I thank thee for the nearness of thy 
Spirit. Help me to believe in his immédiate ministry. Never 
let me think or work as though I were alone and had to ap- 
point my own destiny. Mighty Spirit, dwell with me ! 

FRI.—My Father in heaven, I pray that thou wilt keep the 
fire of my devotion burning, Let it not be damped by the dis- 
appointments of my day. Let it be strong enough to blaze 
through all obstacles, and shine eeighey even in the midnight. 
Feed my flame, most gracious God ! 

SaT.—My Father in heaven,-wilt thou make the whole week 
one of Sabbatic peace? May all the days be alike in the radi- 
ance of thy grace! Let my communion to-day be unbroken. 
a in my lighter moments let thy saving health be in my 
soul. 

SuN.—Gracious Lord, I pray that thou wouldst abide with 
me to-day. Let thy presence make my duty welcome, and my 
ordinary work a joy. Let every endeavor be begun, continued, 
and ended in thee.. Thine be the glory ! 
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“+ gives away’’ the nature of the malady. 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 7 (Acts 4: 32 to 5: 1) 





] WAS brought up as most physicians are, to be 
truthful whenever possible, but to lie when the 
patient's interest absolutely demanded it, when 
sympathy, tact, and kindness forbade our telling the 
apparently wounding or dangerous truth. After practis- 
ing medicine seven years on this principle, I gradually 
became convinced that no man was skilful enough to 
make a success of lying unless he kept in constant 
practise. The occasional liar does not always succeed 
even in fooling his patient, although he often thinks 
he does, 

After these seven years of lying I tried the truth, 
and for the last eight years that has been my steady 
practise. Let me explain, first of all, just what I do 
and do not mean by telling the truth. I do not mean 
emptying my mind of all its content before every one 
or on every occasion. It is no one’s duty to button- 
hole all his friends on the street and give them a 
dissertation on their faults and weaknesses. It is no 
one’s business to force truth on people when there is 
no reason to suppose that it can do them any good. 
But it is every one’s business to be fair and square, to 
deceive no one, never to be double-faced. 

In the field of medicine the temptation to speak the 
lie of kindness is strongest, perhaps, in regard to the 
future progress of disease, but it is also powerful in 
diagnosis and in treatment, as a few examples will 
show. 

Until quite recently it was a common practise among 
physicians to tell the sufferer from early phthisis 
[tuberculosis] that his disease was ‘‘ bronchitis,'’ or 
that he had ‘* weak lungs.’’ It was thought harmful 
to ‘‘ alarm the patient,"’ and unkind to make him face 
the facts. Of late this pernicious habit has begun to 
go out of fashion as regards phthisis, because the fresh 
air and full feeding treatment now generally adopted 
Publicity 
and the wider knowledge of disease by the general 
public are making it harder and harder for physicians 
to conceal from themselves the harm that déception 
works. Here, as in so many other fields, tuberculosis 
is the entering wedge making for the saner treatment 
of all disease. We know that to get the best results 
in treatment we must have the co-operation’ of the 
patient ; in fact that he, with God to help him, must 
do:most of the work. 

But in relation to many other diseases we physicians 
still try to treat the patient like a dummy who is pas- 
sively pushed, moulded, and manipulated from with- 
out according to methods that he does not understand. 
Take heart-disease, for instance. I recently knew of 
a case of heart-disease in a prominent Bostonian who 
consulted a fashionable Boston doctor for severe pain, 
due in fact to the heart-trouble. The doctor wishing 
‘*not to alarm the patient’’ told him that ‘‘ neuralgia 
of the stomach’* was his malady. Not long after the 
patient met at his club another and still more fashion- 
able doctor, an old friend of his. The following con- 
versation ensued : 

Patient: ‘*Sam, what is neuralgia of the stomach ?’’ 

Doctor : ‘* There's no such disease.”’ 

Patient : ‘‘ What should you think of a doctor who 
made that diagnosis ?”’ 

Doctor ; ‘‘ Either he doesn’t know his job, or he is 
trying not to‘alarm his pafient.’’ 

Patient: «I see."’ 

It is nearly impossible to arrange that all the liars 
shall tell the same lies. Slight divergencies upset the 
whole plan. Publicity and the increasing intelli- 
gence of the public are forcing us to take the patient 
into our confidence, if only to gain Azs confidence. 

One of the hardest of tasks for those of us who have 
given up lying is to convince people not to lie to the 
insane. Almost every one,—clergymen, social work- 
ers, college professors, and intimate friends included, 
—will lie to any one who is, or ts suspected of being, 
insane. He is outside all the pales of morals. Does 
it work? Not at all. 

The superintendent of a large asylum for the in- 
sane once wrote me: ‘‘ Two out of every three of the 
patients in our asylum suffer from’ misrepresentation 
made to them before or after commitment by their 
friends. Patients are absolutely misled as to where 
they are going, and find themselves in an asylum 
without anticipating it. Consequently they “are un- 


willing to believe anything that is said to them inside 
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The Impotence of Lying 


By Richard C. Cabot, 


If ever the kindly -intentioned lie is the part of wisdom, the 
sick-room or the doctor's office would seem to be the place 
for it. But here is a New England physician of the younger 
generation who, after giving a series of years of trial to . 
each plan—lying and truth-telling—is ready to express 
very positive views. The striking title with which he 
heads his message tells his conviction in a word. 

Dr. Cabot's right to speak authoritatively from the stand- 
point of professional rank and experience is seen from 
the fact that, at forty years of age, he is Physician to 
Out-Patients of the Massachusetts General Hospital, Con- 
sulting Physician to Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirm- 
ary, to New England Hospital, to Westboro School for 
Boys, and Lancaster School for Girls; Member of the 
Association of American Physicians, of the American 
Medical Association, of the Massachusetts Medical So- 
ciety, of the Boston Society of Medical Sciences, and 
Counsellor of the Harvard Medical Alumni. He is also 
Director of the Boston Children’s Aid Society, and of the 
Public Schoc! Association. 








the asylum. If their friends and pastors can deceive 
them, surely the asylum doctor will. So our hands 
are tied,’’ ; 

Of course the lie works long enough for the liar to 
shift the responsibility. It is in the next chapter that 
the break-down comes, —round the next corner of the 
road, or even on the same straight road, but in the dim 
distance, where his short-sighted eves can't follow. 

Medical lies mean moral short-sightedness. That 
is the crux of the whole situation. A family con- 
spire with their doctor, the servants, and the nurses 
to keep the sick man.in ignorance and buoy him up 
for. a time with false hope—perhaps till his death. 
But how about the corspirators themselves? Some 
day they will be sick themselves. Whom then can 
they trust? They have learned, each of them, that 
the trusted medical adviser, the faithful nurse, the 
devoted servants, the beloved family, will lie ‘for 
the patient's good,’’ and each one’s judgment is dif- 
ferent as to the extent of that ‘‘ good.’’ 

‘«Oh, of course I never believe what doctors say,’’ 
a girl of twenty said to me once. ‘I've helped them 
lie and fix up the letters to mother too often myself.’’ 

Lies work only so long as confidence is firm. But 
every lie undermines confidence, as in the two ex- 
amples just given. So-and-so makes it more and 
more difficult to make either truth or falsehood 
effective. Finally, as in the story of the boy who 
cried ‘‘ Wolf,’’. the truth itself becomes powerless. 
[fes have undermined both themselves and it. Be- 
cause governments and war officers have lied so often 
in the news which they see fit to give out,—‘‘so as to 
avoid alarming the people,’’—we see the pitiable 
spectacle of the physicians about King Edward of 
England stating that he has only mild appendicitis, 
no cancer : telling the absolute truth, and being gen- 
erally disbelieved by the business world—deceived 
once too often. 

This short-sightedness of the conscientious liar is 
nowhere more strikingly shown than in the lies which 
most doctors tell as part of ¢reat#ment,—the lies known 
as placebos, or bread pills. 

A placebo is a medicine given, not for its virtues as 
a drug, not for its genuine physiological action, but 
because (though inert) it will make the patient think 
he is getting something of real value to his tissues. 
It is given to make him believe that something is 
being done for him, when this is not the fact. Such 
a drug works only so long as the patient is deceived. 
Imagine the doctor saying frankly: ‘‘I give you this 
medicine (quite harmless, I assure you) for its effect 
on the mind. We must beat Mrs. Eddy at her own 
game, and by producing faith and hope in you bene- 
fit the condition of your stomach and bowels."’ 

Of ‘course such frankness would spoil the whole 
game. One must carefully and minutely explain the 
method in which the drug is to be dissolved and 
taken just so many minutes after breakfast. One 
must go through all the forms of prescription-writing 
and elaborate directions, or the whole structure of lies 
will fall. 

But where is the harm of all this ? 

Look, atthe patent-medicine industry and find the 
partial answer, —one of the ill-effects of teaching ‘peo- 
ple ta believe that most diseases can be cured by 
medicine in a bottle. The people sum it all up. 


M.D. 


They find the total result of the doctor's numerous 
and costly visits in a row of medicine bottles on the 
shelf. The medicines are cheap. The doctor is ex- 
pensive. Why not skip the middle-man and get 
the medicine direct? So the patent-medicine indus- 
try thrives. 

Babies are not born with a desire to swallow a drug 
every time they have a pain. They learn that lesson 
later. From whom? Ultimately from the doctors 
whose wise habits have been handed down through 
the aunts and grandmothers. ; 

So the bread-pill habit among doctors produces and 
maintains the patent-medicine habit among patients : 
robs the patient of his health and the doctor of his 
living. Suppose the doctor told the truth, refused to 
give drugs except in the few diseases where they are 
really of value, and spent his time in discovering and 
eradicating the bad habits of eating, drinking, 
smoking, loafing, and sexual vice, which produce 
most of the diseases for which doctors are called, 
People wouldn't think they could squeeze out the 
middle-man and get that sort of advice out of a medi- 
cine bottle. 

‘* Well,’ people say, ‘‘that is all very well in 
theory, but suppose people demand drugs?’’. They 
can be taught not to demand them, and to trust their 
doctor all the more when he does give a drug because 
he so often doesn’ t. 

‘<But if telling the truth makes the patient worse, 
would you still tell it?** 

If the diagnosis is really clear and certain, I find 
that the patient has usually suspected it long before 
his friends and nurses have come to the point of dis- 
cussing the propriety of concealing it from him. He 
looks with a pitying smile on their efforts to deceive 
him. If the diagnosis is in doubt, as is so often the 
case, we can truthfully tell the patient ¢Aa/, and go on 
with our business of cure. I have many times seen 
friends amazed at the calmness—even relief often— 
with which the sufferer learns the truth which they, 
the healthy but faint-hearted friends, could scarcely 
face. I have never known a patient made worse by 
learning the nature of his disease. 

Truth, the habit of truth telling, is coming in medi- 
cine,—coming fast,—not by reason of any preaching 
or writing such as I am doing here, but by the action 
of the same gigantic beneficent forces which are mak- 
ing for truth in the commercial world to-day. These 
forces are publicity and science. 

1. To seek truth nourishes the habit of speaking 
truth. Throughout the medical world to-day, in all 
the medical schools and the laboratories, men are 
acquiring the habit of leaning on the facts, of copying 
their words and their ideas not from other men’s ideas, 
not from their own preconceptions and prejudices, but 
straight from reality. When a man has learned chem- 
ical habits, physical and biological habits, —the habit 
of accurate observations, measurement, description, and 
inference,—he gets almost helplessly dependent on 
reality, almost incapacitated for lying. The figment- 
making faculties atrophy in a brain that is exercised 
in these ways. Lies become almost impossible, nau- 
seous. The more scientific medicine becomes, the 
fewer lies will be told. 

2. Publicity—the turning on of the light from all 
sides, as has happened recently in the political and 
commercial life of our country—has its beneficent 
effects in hastening the decay of lying. Where all is 
known, lying is impossible. When the effects of our 
lies come swiftly back to us (as they tend to do when 
publicity educates the public and disseminates truth 
through a million agencies) we soon learn the short- 
sightedness of falsehood. The man who robbed Peter 
to pay Paul would have been less likely to do so if 
Paul had previously read of the robbery in his morn- 
ing paper. Anticipating this, the robber nips his own 
act in the bud,—finding that it is vain to try to buck 
the universe ! 

For with reality against him, that is exactly the 
liar’s task. He is trying: to cut off the branch on 
which he sits, to destroy the credit and confidence 
that makes it possible to deceive any one. Because 
God is in his world, because goodness is in the very 
nature of things, we fight against reality, against the 
universe, when we raise our puny voices to lie. It is 
sin. because:it is self-destruction, —the effacing of our 
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—_ last act by our next act, the attempt ¢o face north - portunity to-get close to the facts. 


south at once. 
Not 
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merely 
the business world, this law holds true.. 1 have de- down what me > the ae i he builds up,—in a murky, 


scribed its working in my own 
there it has come home to me most strongly, but I 
cannot help seeing it everywhere that I have the op- - 


* because * 


dusky li thé light is*growing, and he will 
soon see his folly, and desist. 
Boston. 


Why the Church Cannot Adopt Socialism 


By the Rev. Charles Stelzle 





*« Socialism ”’ to-day. stands for two distinct things : a political movement ; and, under the name of ‘‘ Chris- 
tian Socialism,” a religious movement. The Sunday School Times does not deal with purely political questions. 
With Socialism as a political movement or party it has nothing todo. But of Socialism as a critic of the Church, 
or as an alleged interpreter of the teachings of Christ, The Sunday School Times may properly treat. 


; Therefore Mr. Stelzle has been asked to write frankly on this subject. 
, article by another, on “‘ Why the Church Need Not Adopt Socialism.” 


He will follow the accompanying 
As one who has well been called “ the 


Apostle of Labor,”” and who has faced and worked out the problems of the American workingman himself 
‘ through early years. of life spent as a mechanic, Mr. Stelzle is peculiarly well equipped to discuss this sub- 
rer ject. His comments on the Sundayrachool lesson of the week arp tv be found on page ss. 


T HAS boon said that there are not only as many 
kinds of Socialism as there are socialists, but 
that there are as many kinds of Socialism as 

there are men to be won / Socialism. This, of 
course, is an exaggeration, but it is often true that 
when a man tells the average socialist that he be- 
lieves in doing away with the great injustices which 
to-day exist in human society, and suggests that the 


people should exercise their rights as citizens, and. 


vote them out of existence ; or when he declares that 
he believes in municipal ownership, for example, — 
he is informed, with enthusiasm : ‘‘ Why, you are a 
socialist, but you don’t know it !"’ 

It does not necessarily follow that, because one 
believes that present social and economic injustices 
should be wiped out through the use of the ballot, 
one is a socialist. All good men desire to bring 
about a change in society which will give every other 
man, woman, and child a fair chance, and we all 
deplore the conditions which prevent the accom- 
plishment of this purpose. But Socialism is sim- 
ply one of many remedies that are being advanced 
in-order to change these conditions. Practically 
all reformers agree with the socialists when they 
portray the evils which we are fighting, but they 
part company when it comes to advocating a remedy 
whereby they are to be eliminated. The social- 
ists have performed a most valuable service in pre- 
senting their protests and criticisms, but when it 
comes to the presentation of a definite program they 
are not quite so helpful. There is practically nothing 
in existence to-day which may be pointed to as being 
the result of the introduction of the socialistic idea. 
There are examples of the value of co-operation and 
of the efficiency of state control, but nowhere has the 
complete socialistic program been attempted. The 
success of a co-operative plan in a particular place 
under peculiar conditions, or the value of the service 
rendered by such an institution as the post-office, for 
instance, does not necessarily mean that the entire 
socialistic program, universally applied, will solve the 
social problem, 

But it is not the purpose of this article to discuss 
Socialism as such, We have nothing to do, just now, 
with the question as to whether or not Socialism will 
accomplish all that is claimed for it. The point that 
I desire to make is, that the church cannot and 
should not adopt and advocate Socialism as the only 
economic system whereby society is to be saved. 

There are many men, and some of them are church 
men, too, who insist that Socialism is merely ‘the 
practical expression of Christian ethics and the 
evangel of Jesus.'’. They say that Jesus came into 
the world primarily to establish a ‘‘ co-operative com- 
monwealth,’’ which is to be fully realized in Social- 
ism, And now, many of them have been organized 
into a society which has for its chief object, not the 
conversion of socialists to Christianity, but the con- 
version of Christians to Socialism. They insist that 
the co-operative commonwealth is the goal of Chris- 
tianity. They believe that Karl Marx, the founder 
of modern Socialism,—a Jew and a hater of Chris- 
tianity,—more nearly presents the true ideals of Jesus 
than does any other man who is Zof a socialist, no 
matter what else he may betieve. They insist that 
when men are well-fed, well-clothed, and well-housed, 
they will then take time to cultivate their souls. 
When, recently, a socialist in'a workingman’s -meet- 
ing scornfully resented my presentation of the moral 
aspects of the labor question, insisting that all. sin is 


due to poverty, and I replied that then all the capitalists 
must be saints, because they surely are not poor, he 
sat down amidst the ridicule of the audience. And 
when I told the men that before we could have an 
honest horse race we must have an honest human 
race, they cheered lustily.. For, after all, it is not so 
much a question as to what a man is without as what 
he is within, that shall determine his destiny. 

But did Jesus actually advocate the ‘‘ co-operative 
commonwealth ’’ as the ultimate ideal of Christianity ? 
One of the principal Scripture passages employed to 
prove this statement is that found in the Revelation : 

‘‘I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the 
first heaven and the first earth are passed away ;. and 
the sea is nomore, And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
made ready as a bride adorned for her husband... . 
And he shall wipe away évery tear from their eyes ; 
and death shall be no more ; neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain, ps Lenvindl the first 
things are passed away.’’.« ©» 14g 

A noted « Christian socialist!" joey said; ae it 
should be clearly recognized that the ideal which 
gave such power to the pen of this unknown writer is 
precisely that of Rousseau and Mazzini,’’ and he 
adds that ‘‘most people seem to imagine it,to be a 
conception of the glories of some other world in the 
regions beyond death.,’’ 

The sentence in this prophetic utterance that ‘‘ there 
shall be no more death ’’ does not seem to trouble the 
socialist—or does Socialism promise to abolish death ? 
The words, ‘‘and the city hath no need of the sun, 
neither of the moon, to shine upon it : for the glory of 
God did lighten it,’’—do they mean that Socialism will 
supersede the sun and the moon? 

When Paul expressed a desire to depart and be with 
Christ, did he have a vision of the Marxian co-opera- 
tive commonwealth? What did he mean when he 
said ‘‘ the kingdom of God is not eating and drink- 
ing : but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit'’ ? Was it not when Peter was pleading for an 
earthly paradise or kingdom that Jesus said to him, 
‘Get thee behind me, Satan : thou art a stumbling- 
block unto me; for thou mindest not the things of 
God, but the things of men*’? Jesus himself said, 
‘* My kingdom is not of this world.’’ Therefore, the 
statemeni of the socialists that their economic paradise 
on earth is the kingdom which Jesus came to preach 
is scarcely reconcilable with the specific declaration of 
Jesus himself. To insist that all of the teachings con- 
cerning the future had to do simply with the kingdom 
of Christ upon earth is absurd, and cannot be recon- 
ciled with other definite and specific teachings of Jesus 
himself with reference to his coming again. 

The socialists make a great deal of the term ‘‘ class- 
consciousness,’’ Their touching plea for a ‘‘ universal 
brotherhood’’ is inconsistent with the spirit. that 
‘*brother’’ or ‘‘comrade’’ is simply one who is a 
socialist ; all others are either knaves-or fools. They 
sow the seed of hatred, hoping to bring in a harvest 


of love. Whatever they may say concerning universal © 


brotherhood, they preach Jersona/ enmity. This is 
scarcely in harmony with the teaching of Jesus, who 
declared that a//men are brothers and neighbors, , Far 
was it from him to teach that even the rich should. be 
despised. He denounced the falseness and the. hypoc- 
risy in men, no matter -what-their station in life. 
Professor Flint, in his book. en Socialism, .savs : 
‘« Tell men only of their Rights, tell them only»that 
others aré wronging them out of ‘their Rights to lib- 
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A house divided -erty,-to property, to power, to enjoyment, and. that 
against -itself «cannot stand. Such an edifiee-every ahey 
tn medicine, ‘but in the social world, liar tries to construct,—and with one ‘hard he tears 


pe eo en ene _and «secure their Rights ; and «yon 
their sr ene of justice but you appeal as much or more 
to their selfs. 
‘infuse into them a certain strength to cast down and 
pull to pieces much which may deserve demolition, 
you render them unlikely to stop where they ought in 
the work of destruction, and utterly unfit them for the 
still more needed work of construction. Hence all 
revolutions which have been effected by men preju- 
diced and excited through such teaching have been, 
even when essentially just, disgraced - shameful 
excesses, and only very partially, if at all, successful. 


~ ‘Those who have gained Rights which they have been 


taught to ‘think of as advantages, but not as responsibili- 
ties, always abuse them. No society in which men who 
have been thus perverted and misled are in the majority, 
no society in which the sense of Duty does not prevail, 
can fail to be one in which class is at constant war with 
class ; cam enjoy peace, security, or prosperity.’’ 
Socialists are not agreed among themselves as to 
just what they want,.nor how their plans will work 
out. _ How, then, can they expect the church to adopt 
an economic system concerning which . they cannot 


hate, envy, jealousy; -and if you | 


— 


agree among themselves? It has been only too true . 


that there have been divisions in the church, but the 
tendency to-day is all in the opposite direction.. The 
churches are getting closer together, as was manifested 
by the recent meeting in Philadelphia of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, which 
represented thirty-three denominations, eighteen mil- 
lion members, and fifty million adherents. Shall we 
now again. cause a serious split, more grievous than 
ever before, by, adopting a social system. and an eco- 
nomic program which would not be satisfactory to 
large numbers who are both inside and outside the 
church? If the church has learned anything in re- 
cent times, it has been the folly of division, and it 
does not propose to adopt any economic system which 
will unquestionably again rend the church in pieces. 
The church has made mistakes, many of them, but 
here.is a mistake which it would be a folly, tp XEReAt 

Suppose, for the sake of argument, that Socialism 
would bring about all that is claimed for-it by its 
most ardent .advocate?. Does anybody who has 
studied history imagine for a moment that our solu- 
tion of, the social’ problem will be satisfactory to the 
next generation ? € ideals and solutions for our 
day will be laughed at fifty years hence, just as we 
smile—aye, are ashamed—of the social and economic 
system of fifty years ago, when slavery was quite gen- 
erally accepted, even among the very best and most 
sincere people of the times. Every man knows that 
his ideals are constantly advancing. When he attains 
the ideal of former days, already his conception of 
what he ought to be has gone far beyond. Indeed, 
we shall never reach our best ideals in this life. No 
matter how far advanced our progress in this genera- 
tion, we cannot legislate for the next. The labor ques- 
tion will never be settled until the last day's work is 
done, and the church cannot afford to be sponsor for 
any system which will embarrass future generations, 
both inside and outside the church, 

It should also be borne in mind that the church has 
no right to compel a single person to accept an eco- 
nomic system in which he does not believe. The 
Protestant Church stands squarely upon the right of 
private judgment. That is the basis of its origin, and 
is the meaning of the word which distinguishes it 
from the church that teaches the infallibility of its 
head. The socialist believes in the supremacy of the 
law,—that is, he would apply the law to society in all 
of its ramifications, declaring that thereby he will 
settle the social question. The anarchist—the philo- 
sophical anarchist—declares that the law is the source 
of all evil, therefore he would abolish the law. They 
may both be perfectly sincere, and they may both be 
in the same church. What right has that church to 
compel one or the other to accept the other’ s economic 
theory? The church cannot stand for any economic 
theory, no matter what it may be. On the other 
hand, it must follow the example of Jesus Christ, and 
advocate certain fundamental principles which will be 
applicable to society in every generation, and which 
must prove acceptable to every honest man. This is 
as far as Jesus himself went in the matter of social 
systems. Nowhere can there be found a single state- 
ment that Jesus advocated Socialism or any other 
‘¢ism,’’ although every social reformer claims him as 
the champion of his particular social theory. This 
proves that the Christianity of Jesus is a much broader 
thing than any theory which has ever been advocated 
by. the social reformers ; and the church can rest its 
case upon this fundamental. fact, 

‘New York -City. 


























LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 7 (Acts 4 : 32 to 5 : rz) 







The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull © 


Getting Started in Class 


‘LJ ERE is a question for you all, but I don’t want 
any one to try to answer it until after we have 
gone through with the whole lesson story. 

What was the root-sin of Ananias and Sapphira, 

the sin that lay at the very bottom of their trouble? 

I give you the question now, because it is a hard one, 

and I want you to be thinking about it as we talk the 

story over together. We'll have the answers later. 


We have a true story before us that reads ‘almost 
like the Garden of Eden story over again. Every- 
thing seemed to be more nearly perfect than it had 
been since the:Eden days; and then, like a thunder- 
= came a sharp, sudden, tragic break. Sin, and 
with sin death, had broken into the joyous circle of 
the first Christian church. 

After the lesson has been read over, see that the 
pupils understand the facts. 

irst, as ‘to that. practise of having ‘‘all thi 
common.” -Just what did this mean? Did no 
own anything? Were they obliged to give over all 
that they had?, Was the giving done all at once? 
-Was the plan a wise one, was it successful, was it 
permanent in the early church ? Are men right when 
they say that Jesus would have us divide up all prop- 
erty to-day among: all persons? .Let these questions 
be freely discussed in class. Make your own con- 
tribution to the class discussion in the light of the 
very stimulating and clearly presented views of Mr, 
Stelzle, Mr. Ridgway’'s first oe h, Professor 
Riddle’s third paragraph, Professor Ramsay's first 
two paragraphs, Dr. Burdette’s first two paragraphs, 
add President Sanders’ second paragraph.. If the 
pupils are set straight on the real facts of this period, 
and the underlying principles of Christian brother- 
hood, it may mean. the saving of confusion and error 
for; the. rest .of their lives... An additional stron 
int, s0, often emphasized in The Sunday Schoo. 
Times; that piety is not poverty, is made in Mr. 
Ridgway’s second paragraph. 

For a searching study of the attitude of the church 
to-day toward Socialism, see page 52. 

And now comes the ugly break with all that has 
gone before in the book. Why did the misguided 
couple do. as they did? Miss Slattery’s fourth para- 
graph suggests some good questions for bringing out 
this part of the lesson. _Be sure that the class notes 
that whatever Ananias and Sapphira did was volun- 
tary. They were under no obligation to sell the land, 
nor to bring the price of it to the church. Plainly, as 
President Sanders’ third paragraph suggests, they 
wanted the credit of a good deed without the entige 
cost. Their motives are more fully discussed in Pro- 
fessor Ramsay’s fifth peragraph. 

So they lied. It.will be easy to let all the time in 
any class be taken up in discussing the lie question, 
once you get fairly into it. Mr. Foster took the bull 
by the horns and announced for debate, ‘' Reso/ved, 
That a lie is sometimes justifiable.” His entire arti- 
cle presents a stimulating discussion of the lie in a 
class of boys. Miss Slattery’s second paragraph 
gives an interesting set of questions on the subject 
of lying, and her sixth paragraph gives a "ony ex- 
planation of ‘‘sincerity” in a way that aclass will 
not forget. Liars and snakes are vigorously han- 
dled in Mr. Ridgway’s third paragraph ; and striking 
illustrations are found in the first and seventh para 
graphs of the Round-Table. A prominent physi- 
cian states some unusual truths on page 51. 

Here, again, you have an opportunity to make the 
a that are involved so clear that your pupils 
may saved from years of doubt and confusion. 
Why the lie, even with the highest, purest motives, 
is aleaye and eternally wrong, is set forth in the edi- 
torial on the first two pages of this issue of the Times. 

What about our opening question, as to the root- 
sin of Ananias and Sapphira? Has any one an an- 
swer ready ? 

It will not be difficult to get the pupils’ thoughts as 
te this now, and they may hit-on it correctly. It was 
not lying. The lie was told, as it always is, simply 
to cover up the real trouble; people seldom lie just 
for the fun of it. No; the root-sin of Ananias and 
Sapphira was their unwillingness to surrender them- 
selves and all that they had to God. This is Mr. 
Pierson’s message this week; it is the ringing key- 
note of his ‘‘ Lesson’s Missionary Meaning.” -Read 
his brief but packed article through, and try to leave 
its impressive challenge and warning with your 
class. He shows that punishment is still in force for 
those who try to keep back something. from God. 
**Satan’s master policy,” he rightly calls it. - It 


EO 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 7. TRUE AND FALSE BROTHERHOOD 
Acts 4: 32to5: 11. 
Golden Text: Lying lips are an abomination to Jehovah ; but they that deal truly are his delight.—Prov. 12 : 22 


Commit verses 32, 33 


32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one 
heart and soul: and not one of them said that t of the 
things which he possessed was his own ; but they all 
common, - 33 And with great power 
witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus!: and great grace 
was upon them all. 34 For neither was there among them 
any that lacked : for as many as were of lands or 
houses sold them, and brought the coleen of tr 
were sold, 35 and laid them at the apostles’ feet : and distribu- 
tion was made unto each, according as any one had need, 

36 And Joseph, who by the apostles was surnamed Bar’na- 
bas (which is, being interpreted, Son of *exhortation), a 
Levite, a man of Cyprus by race, 37 having a field, sold it, 
and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet. $ 

5:1 But a certain man named An-a-ni’as, with Sap-phi’ra 
his wife, sold a possession, 2 and kept back part of the price, 
his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and 
laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said, An-a-ni’as, why 
hath Satan filled thy heart to ® lie to the Holy Spirit, and to 

back part of the price of the land? 4 While it remained, 
did it not remain thine own? and after it was sold, was it not 
in thy power? . How is it that thou hast conceived this thing 
in thy ? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. § 
And An-a-ni’as hearing these words fell down and gave up the 
ost: and great fear came upon all that heard it. 6 And the 
young men arose and wrapped him round, and they carried 
him out and buried him. . 

7 And it was about the space of three hours after, when his 
wife, not knowing what was done, came in. 8 And Peter an- 
swered unto her, ‘Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much. 
And she said, Yea, forso much. 9 But Peter said unto her, 
How is it that ye have agreed together to try the Spirit of the 
Lord ? behoid the feet of them that have buried thy husband 
are at the door, and they shall carry thee out. ro And she 
fell down immediately at his feet, and gave up the ghost : and 
the young men came in and found her dead, and they carried 
her out and buried her by her husband. 11 And great fear 
— upon the whole church, and upon all that heard these 

ings. 

1 Some aftcient authorities add Christ. % Or, comsolation See Lk. 
2.25; ch. 9. gt; 15. 31; 2 Cor. x. 3-7, in the Gr. % Or, deceive 4 Gr. 
younger. 

The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 32.—Explain ‘* had all thi common ’’ (Riddle, 
3; Ramsay, 1, 2; Ridgway, 1; Stelzle ; Sanders, 2). 

Verse 33,— What special meaning has ‘‘ grace ’’? (Rid- 
dle.) say 

Verse 35.—Is any special custom referred to in the fact 
that the money was laid at the /ce/ of the apostles? 

The words are a vivid picture of one phase of Eastern 
life. When gifts or offerings are made to a king, or priest, 
or teacher, they are not placed in his hands, but at his feet. 
The apostles sat, it would seem, in conclave, on their twelve 
seats, as in figurative promise of Matthew 19: 28, and the 
vision of Revelation 4 : 4.—Plumptre, in the Handy Com- 
mentary. 

Verse 1.—What is known about Ananias and Sapphira? 
(Riddle, 5, 6; Ramsay, last paragraph. ) 

Verse 3.—Why is the Holy Spirit specially mentioned as 
being lied to? How did Peter know that Ananias and his 
wife kept back part of the money? ( Riddle.) 

Verse 4.—After the ‘* possession ’’ was sold, how could 
it still be in Ananias’ power? (Riddle.) 

Verse 6.—Who were ‘‘the young men’? ‘“ at was 
the usual method of burial at this time? (Riddic, seventh 
paragraph, and on v. 6; Mackie, 3. 

Verse 11.—What constituted ‘‘the whole church’’ at 
this time ? (Riddle.) 








killed those two early church members; it will kill 
all that it gets a grip on. 

Over against its blight shines out the joy of the 
life of Barnabas, and Peter, and of such a woman as 
is described in the third ‘Round-Table illustration, 
The closing illustration in that column is a telling 
one. Let it be your closing word to the class. 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson -Writers 

Significance of the brotherhood idea in the East 
(Mackie, 1). 

Lying about lands is common in the East (Mackie, 2). 

Holding part back is the common sin of most of us (Pier- 
son, 1-3). 

Is lying a matter of every-day occurrence with most of 
us? (Ridgway, 4.) 

Was Peter’s prediction of death the equivalent of oe 


. nouncing punishment? (Different views expressed : 


fessor Riddle, on v. 9; Professor Ramsay, 6.) 

Why are not all liars struck dead? (Ridgway, last.) 

People are always struck dead-for lying (Burdette, 5), 

There is more hypocrisy out of the church than in it 
(Burdette, 3). 

The claims of certain present-day ‘‘reformers,”’ based 
on this lesson, demolished (Stelzle). 

Stewardship well illustrated (Illustrations, 4, 5). 

The certainty of God’s judgments (Illustrations, 2). 

A good object-lesson for any class (Howard). 

Ananias.a type of the worst enemy of the church (San- 


ders, 5). 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle; D.D., LL.D. 


LACE.—In Jerusalem; the death of Ananias and 
Sapphira occurred at the usual place of assembly 
for the believers; 

Time.—Indefinite; the tenses used in verses 32-35 
point to a'‘period of some length. 
** All | Common.”*—The details of the narra- 
tive show that this was not a ‘‘community of goods” 
in the modern sense. . The general attitude is stated 
in verse 32 (comp. 2 : 44), but this’ sharing of prop- 
erty was (1) voluntary, not obligatory; (2) individual, 
not universal; (3):confined to’ Jerusalem, and proba- 
bly only:temporary, even there. - It was the result of 


-God’s grace’ (see on-v. 34) Christianity bids those 


that have, out of love God, give to the needy. 
This has a moral quality. Some modern ‘‘ reform- 
ers’ would by law take from those that have. This 
has an immoral quality. 

Barnabas.—His original name was ‘‘ Joseph.”” The 
surname, Barnabas, was probably bestowed upon 
him by the apostles in consequence of some special 
exhibition of his ability as a ‘* het,” or inspired 
8 er, since the surname (of Hebrew origin) proba- 
bly means ‘‘son of prophecy.” A native of Cyprus, 
a Levite, and afterward the friend and co-laborer of 
Paul, though they subsequently separated after 
**sharp contention ” (Acts 15 : 39). 

Ananias.—The Hebrew form is Hananiah, meaning 
‘* Jehovah is favorable,” and the name is borne by a 
number of persons, in both Old and New Testaments. 
Of this man nothing further is known. 

phira.—The name, probably meaning ‘‘ comely,” 
occurs only here. It seems to have no connection 
with ‘‘ sapphire,” a precious stone. 

Burial Customs.— Burial soon follows death in East- 
ern countries. The body was often, not always, 
swathed in grave-clothes, and carried to the tomb on 
an open bier. The tombs were frequently natural or 
artificial caves, outside of the cities or villages. Em- 
balming was sometimes practised among the Jews. 
Hired mourners were usual in the home of the de- 
ceased, In the case of Ananias and Sapphira the 
peculiar circumstances called for immediate burial. 


Verse 32.—Vol one of them said : The general atti- 
tude: property was regarded as a sacredtrust. (See 
further above. ) 

Verse 33.—Great grace was Dyn them all; 
‘*Grace” represents the Greek word rendered ‘‘ fa- 
vor” in 2:47, but its primary reference here is to 
the grace of God, as appears from the next verse. 

Verse 34.—for: This word is unfortunately ignored 
in the Authorized Version. It introduces an exam- 
ple of the effect of God’s grace. 

Verse 35.—Laid them at the apostles’ feet; This 
probably took place in the religious assemblies, in 
which some or all of the apostles sat as teachers. It 
was a sign that the money was given to God, to be 
disposed of by the apostles. 

erse 36.—Barnadas : See above..—He was a Gre- 
cian Jew, born in Cyprus. , 

Verse 2.—Kept back: The verb means to appro- 
priate (in a bad sense).—Broughi a certain part, 
and laid it at the apostles’ feet; This implied that 
all had been given. 

Verse 3.—But Peter said; The knowledge of the 
attempted deceit was doubtless through the influence 
of the Holy Spirit.— 70 lie to the Holy Spirit: The 
apostles were, from their position among the believ- 
ers, the special representatives of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 4.—After it was sold, was tt not in thy 
power ? This implies that, up to the time of laying 
the money at the apostles’ feet, the proceeds of the 
sale were the property of Ananias. It follows that 
the giving up of property, in any form, was volun- 
oy. and neither obligatory nor universal (see above), 

erse 6.—TZhe young mex: Greek, ‘‘ younger.” 
Probably the re lievers present, who would 
be naturally called upon for this task.— Wrapped 
him round: For burial, probably in his ordinary 
clothing. But the term, in its literal sense, suggests 
a oper 3 together of his outstretched limbs that the 
body might be placed upon the bier. 

Verse 7.—Three hours: The assembly remaining 
during this time. The interval need not occasion 
surprise. That Peter already knew of the agreement 
between Ananias and Sapphira is probable; her, 
declaration revealed her duplicity to all those present. 

Verse 9.—Shali carry thee out: A prediction, not 
a sentence of judgment. 

Verse 11.—Lhe whole church; The first occurrence 
of the term ‘‘church” in the history. The phrase 
here includes all the believers in Jerusalem, whether 
present or absent on this occasion. 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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Thou Shalt Not Wrong God ' 
By Sir William M, Ramsay, D.C.L., LL.D., Litt.D. 


HIS second review of the early Christians is 
similar to the first (Acts 2: 44f), but adds a 
new element. Strict translation of the Greek 

words is here necessary; and loose translation has 
produced sometimes serious misconception of the 
meaning. No universal selling of property is men- 
tioned, and no general instructions were issued that 
members of the church ought to distribute to the 
poor all that they possessed. But many of the own- 
ers of property (‘‘ as many as were possessors of lands 
or houses”’), of their own free will, from love of the 
brethren, used from time to time to sell their pooper 
and bring the proceeds to the apostles. They acquir 
merit and honor by these acts of self-sacrifice; and 
two examples are given, one honest and meritorious, 
one dishonest and disgraceful. 

No such examples would be needed, and no special 
merit would be acquired, if it had been a principle in 
the early church to renounce all private property and 
give everything tothe church. Peter says in verse 
4 that the selling was voluntary, and the money re- 
ceived from the sale was the property of the essor 
to employ as he pleased. Nor is it implied that own- 
ers of p rty sold all and reduced themselves to 

verty. On the contrary, it is stated that none were 
in want, since the charity of the richer Christians 
provided for the poorer. A form of charity which 
swelled the number of the destitute would be incon- 
sistent with the spirit of the narrative. Luke be- 
lieved with all his heart that such generous charity 

as right; he lays strong emphasis on the frequency 
of such acts of sacrifice in the early church, when the 
Spirit was moving the hearts of the brethren, and he 
has the intention of stimulating to similar action the 
Christians of his own time. But his emphasis is so 
strong as to have caused misunderstanding of his 
meaning, as if universal sale of property and the 
absolute rule of community of goods were carried out 
in the early church. t 

A progress in method is here described. Formerly, 
when the rich sold their perty they used to distri- 
bute to the poor themselves (Acts.2: 45). Now, as 
numbers had increased and it was more difficult to 
know the needs of each, the sellers began to give the 
proceeds of the sales to form a church fund, which 
was regulated and distributed by the apostles, *' as 
any one had need.” Here we have the beginnings of 
church organization... hist 


At this point, also, a new ‘figure is introduced on 


the stage of early Christian history, the first who’ is 
named outside the number of those who had known 
the Saviour personally (Acts 1 : 23), and one’ who was 
destined to play a eg moe part in the develop- 
ment of the church, a Levite from Cyprus, Joseph 
Barnabas. 

The story of Ananias and Sapphira, which follows, 
is one of the most impressive in this history. The 
young congregation were not all honest and true, 

he vain desire to gain honor and praise from their 
associates impelled some to contribute to the fund; 
but this lower motive could not make them sincere 
and whole-hearted in their conduct. A type of this 
class is exposed in the married pair who, having sold 
a piece of land, offered part of the price to the seal 
tles. The presentation evidently took place publicly 
at an assembly of the congregation; and the story is 
told in such a way as to show how the awestruck 
brethren gradually came to comprehend the nature 
of the facts as they occurred. The whole circum- 
stances are not explained at the outset. The reader 
learns them piecemeal, as the spectators learned 
them. Such an account is clearly marked as resting 
on eye-witness; we have a real occurrence, remem- 
bered and described as it occurred. The church now 
consisted of thousands, and there were too many 
members for each to know the other personally. The 
spectators thought at first that the action of Ananias 
was as honest as that of Barnabas, and they were 
struck with panic as the judgment fell on him at 
Peter’s denunciation, 

In the memory of the early Christians the incident 
survived, because it impressed on them the punish- 
ing authority with which the apostles were invested 
in the last resort. Peter is not said to have himself 
exercised the power and inflicted the penalty ; he 
merely denounces the crime and predicts the punish- 
ment. But the practical effect is the same; to fore- 
see and denounce is to punish. 

Ananias is not described as a foreign Jew, like Bar- 
nabas, yet we cannot think that he lived and owned 
property in Jerusalem. In the publicity of life in 
those regions the price of a or * would be known 
to all, even to many who did not know the owner 

rsonally. Yet the narrative seems to suggest that 

eter became aware of the hidden crime through 
special et Had the price been widely known, 
Ananias, who was perfectly free to use the money as 
he chose, could hardly have seriously intended to 
maintain the pretense of offering the whole price. 
Probably, therefore, he was a foreign Jew. ere 
the circumstances fully recorded, this and some other 





1 The title is an early Christian formula, used upon old Phrygian 
gravestones. 
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difficulties in understanding the exact facts would 
probably disappear. For us here it is sufficient to 
observe that the intention of the narrative is to burn 
deep on the popular conscience a moral warning, and 
not merely to record the precise details of a historical 
event. It is a moral apologue, not as invented to 
embody a moral, but as remembered because it did so. 


ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY, SCOTLAND. 
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Oriental Lesson - Lights 
" By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


HEY had ali things common (4:32). Brother- 
hood is a family term, and the strongest feature 
of Oriental life is that of family privilege and 

obligation. The ‘‘all things” were the simple neces- 
saries of food and shelter. ‘To be a brother in Christ 
was to be trustfully received into the family circle. 
Thus Lydia at Philippi invited Paul and Silas to her 
home. At the recent granting of political freedom 
in the Turkish Empire the Moslems and Christians 
who had previously been in a state of suspicion and 
malignity toward each other felt that they must meet 
in one place in their different towns and villages, 
and offer each other hospitality, and repeatedly say, 
‘* We are now brethren.’ The constitution was not 
realized until it received this family interpretation. 
The custom still exists in Palestine of having the 
arable land around a village owned collectively by 
the residents, and at the time of plowing and sow- 
ing an allowance is made to each family of as man 
furrows as it may need the produce of, so that 
may have enough. 

nd kept back part of the price (5:2). In the 

East there is nothing about which so much deceit is 
expected and excused as in connection with the dis- 
posal of land and houses. Where the object is com- 
mercial gain or provision for the family, such devices 
are regerved as natural and calling for no comment, 
This fact makes the high standard of this lesson the 
more remarkable. 

And they carried him. out and buried him (v: 6). 
As the first disciple to disgrace the name of his cru- 
cified and risen Lord there was special reason for the 
immediate interment as being the removal of a stum- 
bling-block. It was, however, only the acceleration 
of .an act that can never be delayed.in the tropical 
East, as the body is usually committed to the grave 
within twenty-four hours after death has taken place, 

Brvrout, Syria. ag 
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Successors of Ananias ein Nasnnbeb 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


O DOUBT Ananias and Sapphira gave a much 
larger sum than many others in the church. 
What then was the sin that brought on them 

so severe a penalty? It was not that the gift was 
small or partial, but it was that, claiming to give all 
to God, they kepi back part. They played false 
with God. 

As Christians we have claimed to give ourselves 
and all we have to God. Complete. surrender is the 
condition of discipleship. Have we really done this? 
When the call of comes to devote our lives to 
service on the home or foreign field, if we refuse to 
make the sacrifice the sin of Ananias is upon, us. 
Are we making areservation in our surrender of sons 
and daughters, of time, talents, money, influence? 
God does not always ask us to give them away, but 
he does ask that they be fully devoted to him. 

What would — to day if all those guilty of 
Ananias’ sin should suffer the same penalty? God 
is patient and merciful, and has given the warning 
example.. But those who play false with God to-day 
suffer the consequences as truly as did Ananias. 
Lives only partially surrendered are stunted or 
blighted ; time, money, talents, kept back become a 
curse. Some years ago a young man was converted 
and felt cailed to give his life to ‘‘those who lack ” 
in India. Then Satan tempted him to shun the full- 
surrender, and to remain at home where the climate 
was less hot and the money more plentiful. He 

ielded, and other temptations overcame him. 
inally he joined the army, and went from bad to 
worse. His spiritual life was dead. But, thank 
God, the day of resurrection came, and in a Young 
Men's Christian Association meeting in the Philip- 
ines he awoke and made a full surrender. Nowhis 
ace is turned toward India, and new power and joy 
have come into his life. 

Barnabas stands in contrast to Ananias. His gift 
was an evidence that he belonged to God, and his 
after life was full of blessing. very one who gives 
himself and his possessions to God finds that he re- 
ceives in return an hundredfold. It is the testimony 
of every true missionary and Christian benefactor. 

It is Satan’s master policy to lead men to “keep 
back part” in their surrender to Christ. It is God's 
requirement that all be given to him to be used as he 
directs, for only then is there fulness of blessing. 

Brooxtyn, N., Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
. By William H. Ridgway 


What is Communism ?—7key had ail things com- 
mon (v. 32). Do you remember how at the picnic we 
all put our baskets together under the big chestnut- 
trees? And the women folks came and opened them, 
and laid the table with their contents. Al! of us ate 
at the same table, no matter what we brought. The 
fellow who only brought a dozen rolls_had just as 
good achance at the cold chickens as Farmer Way 
who brought them. And those fellows from the 
‘*Neck” who ‘‘ butted in” fared as well as any of 
us. Well, this is how things were in the early church. 
When you hear folks ay Byinee socialism and 
communism, just remember the picnic, and you will 
probably know more about the subject than they do 
themselves. At the picnic, year after year, there 
were always some who brought little or nothing. No, 
they were not the poor, either. Also, those who 
brought the lightest and leanest baskets were the 
hardest to please at the table. By much charity and 
careful management communism can be made to 
work for a single day at a Sunday-school picnic, but 
for a lon ogy it has always n a failure and 
always will be. God has never told his children so 
to live, because there are the same kind of le in 
the world as attend Sunday-school picnics! bot hess, 
3 : 10-12.) 


Poverty’s Cure.— Neither was there among them 
any that lacked (¥. 34). ‘*The poor are not in the 
church,” is a cry put up every once in a while by 
some pessimist. nd that is not all of it,—they 
never will be. There can be no poor in Christ’s 
church (Matt. 6: 26; 1 Tim. 4: 8). As soon as the 
poor become real Christians and obey God, they 
cease to be poor. They become comfortable imme- 
diately, and in a generation prosperous. The laws 
of God and the laws of prosperity are exactly the 
same. Poverty’s great triumvirate, extravagance, 
clutter, and waste, is always driven out when Christ 
comes in. Nearly all the men holding good jobs 
down at the mill, nearly all the merchants along the 
street, nearly all the mill-owners, came from families 
poor only a generation or two ago. 


The Snake and the Liar.— 4 cer/ain man named 
Ananias (v. 1). Out of this period of the world’s 
history two names have come ringing down the nine- 
teen centuries, Judas and Ananias. Judas, the be- 


trayer, has_his apologists who think-we ought not to. 
Fg hard-upon am But did you ever heat aay 


one speak a good word or apologize for Anahias,. the 
liar? The first liar that came into the world was the 
Devil. He came in the form of a snake. And if, you 
will carefully notice, the human race instinctively 
feels toward a liar just exactly as.it feels toward a 
snake... We despise the liar, and we despise the 
snake. Who trusts a liar, and who trusts a snake ? 
The very minute you, become .a liar you enter the 
snake family. ‘The bite of the copperhead has. not 
killed its victim any more surely than has many a 
lie. _ Lies are breaking up homes, blasting lives, and 
doing people to death with the rising of every sun. 
When you become a liar, you belong in the company 
and family of the Devil, and John 8 : 44 is the high- 
est authority upon the subject. 


All At It,— Why hath Satan filled thy heart to lie 
to the Holy Spirit (vy. 3). Here is one of the first 
results of communism. And I have seen very much 
the same thing at those Sunday-school picnics just 
mentioned. Same old human nature then as now, 
It is very hard to tell the truth all the time, Will all 
those who Lave not told or acted a lie within the last 
twenty-four hours please hold up the hand? ‘How 
do, glad to see you, come right in.” Yes,—glad! and 
away behind with my work now. Every Christian 
business man has continually to exert his best ener- 
gies to keep from lying,—and does not always suc- 
ceed. Some of the best men in the Bible were liars, 
—Abraham, Jacob, David, Peter, and who knows 
how many others. The point I am driving at is 
this: I heard some of you arguing that you did 
‘‘about as near right as you knew how,” and needed 
no one to save you. I am accusing you of bein 
liars—can you deny it? Listen: ‘* All liars sh 
have their part in the lake that burneth with fire 
and brimstone.” That is what the Book says and is 
all I know about it. Christ says he knew you were a 
sinner, and he came to save you from this punish- 
ment. What are you going to do about it,—accept, 
or reject and burn ? 


The First Hypocrite.—Ananias... fell down and 
gave up the ghost (v.5). “Why eon God kill 
church-members for lying nowadays?” I don’t 
know, George, unless it is that God is not yet ready to 
take the church out of the world: God seems to use 
first offenders to make an impression. The first sab- 
bath-breaker was executed (Num. 15 : 32-36). The 
first offender in the conquest, Achan, was killed 
osh 7: 25). _ At the first bringing up of the ark, 
zzah’s irreverence brought death (1 Chron. 13 ; 10). 
The hypocrite makes his _——— in the infant 
church. . He perishes that others may be warned. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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“ LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 7 (Acts 4: 32 tos: 1) 


The Iiustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
pereeee: One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration that can be used, and two dollars for 


tant conten: presen Se 
year’s lesson be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


The Twin Lizards.—Lying lips are an abomination 
to Jehovah; but they that deal truly are his de- 
light (Golden Text). There is an old story from the 

ewish Talmud that when falsehood slunk up to Noah 
in the form of a lizard, and asked to be admitted into 
the ark, he was told that only mated rs could 
enter. So he sought sin, who consented to become 
like a lizard and enter with him, provided they should 
never se te. And truly they never have.—7he 
Rev. George Roberts, Jr., Englewood, N. J. From 
translated poem of Arthur Guiterman. 


The Weighing Machine.— 4 abomination to Jeho- 
vah (Golden Text). There is a machine in the Bank 
of England which receives sovereigns for the pu 
of determining whether they are of full weight. As 
they pass through, the machine with unerring cer- 
tainty throws out all that are of light weight on one 
side, and all of full weight on the other. Surely this 
is a true picture of the certainty of God's oy nem 
—W. R. Clark, Manchester, Eng. From The Sun- 
day School Chronicle. 


to the Lord.— And great grace was upon 
them all {v. 33). A missionary in Turkey tells of a 
poor widow, with five children, who was helped 
weekly by her church to the amount of twenty cents. 
Out of this she brought, week after week, two cents as 
her contribution to the services of the church and the 
support of the poor, At first the receiving deacon 
laughed, and said it was absurd to bring the church's 
money back to its own doors. The woman seemed 
deeply hurt, and with tears in her eyes said: ‘‘Is 
not the money mine, after you give ittome? And 
cannot I bring my tithe with others?” If giving 
among the Christian nations were as generous, 
systematic, and regular as that of. this Turkish 
woman, the religious and benevolent needs of the 
world would be speedily and a met.— /unz- 
ata Rokrback, Washington, 5 From the 
Record of Christian Work. 


How Young Hamlin Settled It.— Brought the prices 


(v.34). When Cyrus Hamlin was ten years old, his . 
her gave him seven cents to celebrate a great— 


mother gi 
holiday.” The money was for gingerbread, buns; étc. 
‘“Perhaps; Cyrus,” said she, ‘* you will put a cent or 


two into the missionary box at Mrs. Farrar’s.” As’ 


he trudged along he began toask: ‘-Shall I put if 
one cent or two? I wish she had not said one or 
two.” He decided on two. Then conscience said : 
‘* What, five cents for your stomach and two for the 
heathen! Five for gingerbread and two for souls!” 
So he said, four for gingerbread and three for souls. 
But presently he felt it must be three for gingerbread 
and four for souls, When he came to the box he 
dumped in the whole seven, to have no more bother 
about it. When he went home, hungry as a bear, he 
explained to his mother his unreasonable htfhger. 
And, smiling through tears, she gave him an over- 
flowing bowl of bread and milk, And he pathetically 
asks: ‘‘ What was the meaning of mother’s tears ?” 
— William J. Hart, D.D., Earlville, N. Y. From 
The Epworth Herald. 


What Are We Holding Back ?—2roughi the prices 


of the things that were sold, and laid them at the 


Fae rh feet (vs. 34, 35). A writer in The British 
eekly says: ‘‘ The measure of our liberality is not 
what we give, but what we retain. It is good to keep 
an account. It was thus, as he once told mie, that one 
of the most generous of men, now gone to his reward, 
had his heart and his purse opened, Hislifelong fancy 
was a nice dog, and one evening early in his career, as 
he was looking over his cashbook, two entries caught 
ba a aa ‘To Anda te Missions, 2s. oe then, 
a little farther on, ‘ To prize poodle pup, £3, 3s.’”"— 
William J. Hart, D. De Earlville Y ¥. 


Fresh Flowers, or Faded ?—And kept back part of 
the price (v. 2). A Christian woman was employed. 
in a home where a loved mother lay ill. Her daughter, 
a girl of fifteen, had never given her heart to Christ, 
fearing that by so doing she might lose some of her 
youthful pleasures, and saying that when she grew 
older she would give herself to him. One day she 
came into the house bringing a bouquet of beautiful 
fresh carnations for her mother. The nurse com- 
mented upon their loveliness, and then said: ‘We 
will not take them up to mother now—they are too 
fresh and beautiful; we will wait a few days.’ The 
young girl was surprised, almost indignant, and 
sought an explanation. Said the nurse: ‘Is not 
this what you are doing to your loving heavenly 
Father? Are you not by your conduct reserving for 
yourself the beauty and freshness of your young life, 
and waiting to offer him the faded blossoms from 
which all the lovely beauty and freshness have de- 
parted.’ The girl felt the force of the illustration, 
and yielded her young life to the Master's service. 
—Hugh T. Kerr, cago. From The Epworth 


- imagine the sins that 
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Herald, by Grace A. Stevenson. The prize for this 
week ts awarded to this illustration. 


A Banyan Seed.— And kept back zt of the price, 
his wife alse being privy tout (v. 2 Coe cane y 
preceded thisone. The follow- 
ing is the address of a converted Burman to a group 
of natives. ‘A little banyan seed said to a palm- 
tree, ‘I am a being tossed about by the wind ; 
let me stay a while among your leaves.’ ‘Oh, yes,’ 
said the palm-tree, ‘stay as long as you like,’ and by 
and by fo the little seed was there. But the seed 
was not idle. It sent out little fibers and tiny roots, 
and they crept around the trunk and under the bark 
and into the heart of the tree itself, and then the 
tree cried out, ‘What is this?’ And the banyan 
said, ‘It is only the little seed you allowed to rest 
among your leaves,’ ‘ Leave me now,’ said the palm- 
tree, ‘ you have grown too large and strong.’ ‘I can- 


not leave you now; we have grown ther. I 
would kill if I tore myself away.’ The palm- 
tree bowed its head, and to shake the banyan . 


off, but could not, and little by little the palm leaves 


withered, the trunk shriveled, and only the banyan . 


could be found. Beware of little sins.”—-Mrs. E. L. 
Miller, Peru, Ind. From My Child Life in Burma. 


Home Department Lesson Talks 


By Robert J. Burdette, D.D. 


Dr. Burdette will alternate with Mrs. Annie Trumbull 
Slosson in the conduct of this new lesson department 
‘for the members of the Home Department. 


ae ND the multitude of them that believed were 
of one heart and soul ; and not one of them 
said that aught of the things which he pos- 
sessed was his own ; but they had all things com- 
mon.” ‘That’s a ‘ Christian socialism ” that would 
amount to something. When we are ‘‘of one heart 
and soul.”” - Not because we a; to be; but because 
we are; not made so by legislation, but by love. 
Not because we hate anybody else, but because we 
love one another. Not because the theory is grow- 
ing in popularity, but because the fact _— to us 
most lovingly.’ ‘The schoolboy who divides his apple 
fairly with his fell6ws' because the circle of hungry 
faces around him begins to indicate that he won’t be 
able’ to pene. Are or Row the core is: not lar. 
Not is he a true Christian socialist. The real Christian 
socialist is the boy who gives up his apple joyously, 
bite by bite, until the last reaching mouth gets the 
core, and the late owner khows that it was a good 
apple a the smell. 
read one day récently a long list of “‘ socialists,” 
some of whom were very poor, and some were very 
rich and keep on being very rich, and one of whom 
published a paper largely given to the advertisement 
of stock in gold ‘mines, which needed nothing but a 
little machinery, a great many purchasers of stock, 
and some gold, to make them very profitable—to the 
directors. ‘That sort of thing is just about two thou- 
sand years later than the socialism described in the 
paragraph which opens our lesson, That is, it is 
about two thousand years behind it, Real ‘‘ Christian 
socialism” needs no legislation. It is one of the 
simplest things in the world. A man may begin the 
practise of it by himself, any time he will. here’s 
nobody to hinder him save himself.’ Read Acts 4: 
32 for your constitution,.elect yourself president, and 
the rest of us treasurer, and show the world how it 
is done. 

Sin is sce ae ge that it is not easy to Say just 
what prompted Ananias to commit the great sin of 
lying to the Holy Spirit. A man once said in * giv- 
ing a character” to his stableman, ‘‘ He has but one 
fault ; he will lie, steal, anid fight when he gets 
drunk.” ‘‘ Beware of covetousness,” Jesus once 
earnestly warned his disciples. Well he might; it 
was one of the bitterest enemies of his gospel; one 
that fought his ministry at every step, and finally 
compassed his betrayal and death. That swayed 
Ananias. He could not strip himself to clothe the 
naked, but he wanted people to think he did. And 
hypocrisy moved him. To have the credit for a 
virtue he hated. There are more hypocrites outside 
the church than there are in its membership, many 
times told. I see them in every party, in every cam- 
paign, pretending to things that are fairly revoltin 
to their natures, for the sake of one more vote, an 
that very uncertain. Shouting their tearful remi- 
niscences-of the ‘‘dear old farm” of their boyhood, 
when the only way they can tell corn from beans is 
by the label on the can. Only, when the church de- 
tects its hypocrites it exposes and punishes them. 
And the ‘‘dear peepul,” knowing who are hypo- 
crites, frequently elect them to office just the same. 

Ananias was not only one kind of a sinner. No 
sinner is. A solitary sin is as rare as one ‘*‘ measle.” 
Had Ananias guarded his soul carefully and success- 
fully against every sin except lying, he had never 
lied. The father of all open sin in the world was 
what we are sometimes apt to esteem a rather light 
offense—disobedience, nd what there was back of 
the disobedience of our first parénts, the subtle, 
secret inclination toward the forbidden thing, I do 
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not-know.. -I suppose somewhere there is an ‘‘ atom” 
of evil. Ask some Wise Man about it. Almost any 
man will do,—as well as the next. 

‘*Dol believe Ananias and Sapphira were really 
struck dead for lying?” Oh, yes, I surely do. It is 
not an uncommon method of suicide to this day. I 
know men who have killed themselves simply by 
lying. Killed their credit at bank and store, so dead 
it would take years to resurrect it, and then they'd 
have to go to a new town, where no one knew them, 
to accomplish the miracle. Killed their standing in 
the community. Killed the value of their testimony 
even under oath. Killed their commonplace state- 
ments about the most commonplace facts. Killed 
their reputation for veracity under any circumstances. 
And when that is done, the man takes up his abode 
among the dead. The ‘‘town liar” stands for abso- 
lutely nothing in the community. An established 
and recognized habit of lying kills all a man’s good 

ualities. Kills them by poison. As dry rot eats 
the heart out of a great, strong-looking oak timber. 
And the saddest thing about it is, the man doesn't 
know he’s dead for so long after the neighbors have 
buried him. 

The dear, sweet, white Truth. What a tower of 
strength and a stronghold of comfort a truthful man 
or woman is to a community—one whom you can ab- 
solutely trust—always, under allcircumstances. And 
a truthful boy or girl—the very face is beautiful with 
truth. And to be able to accept their ‘‘ Yes,” or ‘‘ No,” 
without a question of hesitation. When the time 
comes that we can absolutely trust each other, with 
no fear of evasion, trickery, or double meaning, we 
shall know that the millennium has been here for 
several years. 

PasaDENA, CAL, m 


Lesson - Light on Social Problems 


By Charles Stelzle 


Superintendent of the Presbyterian Department 
of Church and Labor 


HE *‘ communism ” of the early church has been 
held up by many earnest reformers as the ideal 
toward which the church in the twentieth cen- 

tury should aspire. We have been told that the 
condition existing during this period was that which 
Christ himself advocated, because it was inaugu- 
rated by men who were very close to him. It should 
be remembered, however, that while Peter and the 
rest of the disciples may have been inspired in the 
writing of their epistles, they were not infallible in 
the matter of teaching political economy, and it 
probably was not their purpose to do so. 

Sometimes this practise of the early church is.advo- 
cated by the socialist, who forgets, ar who never knew, 
that the system was not one for which socialism is to- 
day contending, but that it was a form of communism, 
which is quite a different thing. 

The present-day advocates of the social system in 
force in the chuteh at Jerusalem should be reminded 
of several important facts. 

1. The whole scheme was purely a voluntary sys- 
tem. No man was compelled to. give up anything 
that he desired to retain. This is clearly brought 
out in the case of Ananias. 

2. It was limited to members of the church—to 
those who ‘‘ believed,” and were of ‘‘one heart and 
soul.” This would surely have given the plan a 
good foundation, if there was in it the possibility of 
success. 

3. It was probably inaugurated merely as a tem- 
rer expedient, because the early Christians be- 

ieved that Christ was soon to return, and that with 
his coming there would come “‘ the end of the world,” 
and a great change in the social order. ‘ 

4. The result of the plan was such that it pauper- 
ized the Jerusalem church, and made it a great bur- 
den upon the weak churcheselsewhere. The apostles 
were often called upon to take up special offerings 
for the church at Jerusalem. 

5. The plan was a complete failure, and was soon 
discontinued. Some socialist writers insist that 
there were ‘‘common tables” throughout the early 
Christian church, but what is thus referred to is un- 
doubtedly what we know to-day as the ‘‘communion 
table,” a service which was made much more of by 
the early Christians than is the practise in our time. 

That there was great generosity during this period 
is verytrue. It was this spirit which made a marked 
impression upon the enemies of the church. But the 
generosity of the Jerusalem church in this particular 
was in many respects a great blunder. here was 
not enough regard for the fundamental principles of 
social life upon which society must permanently rest. 
The spirit of brotherhood manifested was admirable, 
but the practise as a permanent principle was such 
that no community could to-day long survive asa 
progressive force in human society, were it to adopt 
the economic system which failed so completely even 
under the favorable conditions found among these 
devoted Christian men and women. 

True brotherhood consists not in giving another all 
of your wealth, but, better still, to help another 
create wealth which shall truly be his own. The 
great manufacturer who makes work for ten thou- 
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sand artisans through which they may earn ten mil- 
lion dollars is a greater benefactor than he who 
gives ten million dollars to ten thousand artisans. 
New York Ciry. 
< 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we thank 
thee that we may always be sure of thee. When we discover 
in ourselves the willingness to deceive even in the least things, 
the cowardly desire to cover our misdoings with a lie, we 
turn away from these untrustworthy selves to find certainty 
and truth and perfect rightness in thee. Lord, may we come 
to tiate a lie as an abomination unto thee, and may we be con- 
stantly testing our words and deeds by the pure truth which 


thou art. May we so dread the deadly refuge of a lie that we . 


shall neverseek secarity elsewhere than in the truth. We ask 
this in the name of thy Son, Jesus Christ, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—[Let the superintendent have in 
his hand a half-dollar and a disk of ‘lead about 
the same size as the half-doilar, Scrape the lead 
bright before using oom 

Wess I have two d of metal. When I throw 
- this one on the desk it rings out with a clear note— 
‘rings true, as we say: Listen! Now I'll drop the 
other one so that can hear how that rings. 
Listen! Why, it doesn’t ring at all! They /ook 
much alike. I wonder what the difference is? Yes, 
this one is a true coin: the other is just a make-be- 
lieve. 7h#s one is like the boy who looks you squarely 
‘in the eye, and gives you a straight, true answer, no 
matter what it costs him to doit. Ae rings true. 
The other is like the boy who can't: look you in the 
eye, who shuffles and mumbles—arnd lies. He 
doesn’t ring true at all. . Every one of us is the real 
coin, or not. And we can choose which we shall be. 
It's a question of dragging along as an abomination 
a shameful thing in the sight of God, or of living 
bravely, cheerfully, squarely, as a delight to Him. 
True or false—there’s our choice. 

{On the blackboard draw two circles, and write in 
one True and in the other False, and underneath, 
across the board, My Choice ?] 4 

Let us sing ‘‘ True-hearted, whole-hearted,” and 
make the rigAé choice, now. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


%.. 
Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book *‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


* Blest be the tie that binds." 
** A charge to keep I have." 
** Nearer, my God, to thee."’ 


Psalm 133 : 1-3. 
(197 : 1, 2. 288:1, 2.) 
Psalm £16 : I, g-tf. 


** How sweet, how heavenly is the (167: 1, 8,9. 235 : 1-3.) 
sight."* Psalm 5¢ : 1-5. 

**Dare to be a Daniel."’ (69:1 3. 106: 1-3.) 

*O God of truth, whose living Psalm 139 : 1-6. 
Word." 206 : 1-4. 297 : 1-4.) 

** *True-hearted, whole-hearted."’ Psalm 52 : 1-6. 

** Revive thy work, O Lord."’ (70 : 1-3. 110: 1-5.) 


& 
Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 

Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 

* is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 

tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Hartford 
Building, Chicago, Illinois. 


Monday.—Acts 4 : 32 to5:11. . True and false brotherhood 
‘luesday.—2 Kings § : 15-27. ..... Gehazi's punishment 
Wednesday.— Psal ‘The deceitful tongue 
‘Thursday.— Prov. 12 : 1g-a2. ..... ‘Truth and falsehood 


Friday.—James 3: 1-10. ........ The unruly tongue 
Saturday.—Psalm 139: 1-t2. ....... ... God knows! 
. Sunday.—Eph. 4 : 2§-32 . . 5 ee ee ee The better way 


Graded Helps 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


EFORE Christmas, in many cities, members of 
the Salvation Army and Volunteers stood along 
the streets to receive offerings from kind people 

who wished to share their Christmas joys with others 
who were poor. Christmas Day thousands enjoyed 
the Christmas dinner at the halls, and baskets were 
sent to many poor families besides. Those who gave 
were happier because they shared with others. 

It was something like that in the first church at 
Jerusalem. The rich shared with the poor, so that 
all had enough and were happy; A rich man named 
Barnabas sold some land, and brought the money to 
the disciples to use in helping others. (Show. the 
eouse Perhaps he prayed that God would bless 

is offering, as we pray when we bring ours: 
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** Jesus, bless these gifts we bring thee, 
Give them something sweet to do, 
May they help some one to love thee, 
Jesus, may e love thee; too,’’ 


There was another rich man, named Ananias, in 
that first church. I suppose he heard le telling 
how kind and generous Barnabas had been to give 
all the money he had received for the land. Perha 
he wanted to talk that way about him, so 
sold some land, too, Then Ananias talked it over 
with his wife, Sapphira, at home, and they decided 
it was too much -to give, so they kept back part, but 
pretended to give it all. Ananias went alone with 
part of the money and gave it to the apostles. 

Peter knew what he was doing, and asked: ‘‘ Why 
has Satan filled your heart to lie and keep back part ? 
It was your own to do as you pleased with it. Why 
did you plan this? Thou t not lied unto men, but 
unto .” How surprised Ananias must have been, 
that Peter knew what was in his heart! 
heard those words, he fell down dead, and many peo- 
ple were frightened. 

The same thing happened to Sapphira, who came 
in about three hours later (vs. 7-10). 


and displeasing to.God. It has always n true 
that ‘‘ Lying lips are abomination to the Lord, but 
oz that deal truly are his delight.” 
ben Frank and Harry started to Sunday-schoul, 
each a a me wet wd the cman & bate — class 
marched around, Harry dropped his shiny five cents 
into the basket. The teacher smiled and so Ay ‘Harry, 
do you know that your nickel will buy a Testament 
for a child in Japan?” H felt ve Spy. Frank 
ores in two cents, but didn’t look up for a smile, 
for he knew he had s at the corner store and 
spent three cents for , and had eaten it all him- 
self. He thought his teacher and his nts would 
never know‘if he kept back part. (This habit is more 
common among some children than their elders im- 
agine. If unchecked, it is apt to grow chronic. Em- 
phasize according to the needsof your class.) God is 
grieved when people keep his part. 
Mother wanted to teach Margaret how to go into 
Lo oe with God (as the Jewish boys and girls 
id). They peeled an orange, and divided it into 
ten sections. (Prepare one beforehand). Then 
mother said, ‘‘I bought this, but I shall give it to you 
only when you are ready to eat it. I want you to let 
me have one part." That seemed such an easy thing 
to do.. Then mothersaid, ‘‘ Here are three pretty 
boxes. In this first one I want you to put all the 
money which you earn or receive for a week or two. 
Then some day we will count it. ‘Every time that 
ou count ten cents, put one cent into the second 


x marked ‘God's: Part,’ and ‘the rest in the third 


box marked ‘ Margaret’s Part.’” In this wer & happ 
way Margaret was trained to be honest.and fair wit 
God's part, and often slipped some extra pennies of 
her own as a love-offering into God's part. (Suggest 
this plan for home-work.) Then we can bring our 
gifts willingly and sing: 


** Dear Jesus, our offerings we bring thee, 
With gladness this tribute we pay, 
To him who looks down on the children, 
And never turns any away.’’ 
—From Carols, 


At school in this month of February you will cele- 
brate the birthdays of two at men who were 
Presidents of our coun The nickname of one was 
‘Honest Abe,” and the other was——? George 
Washington, who ‘‘could not tell a lie” (the story 
says). Lips that speak truly are God’s delight. 

Cuicaco, ILL, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Margaret Slattery 


EMEMBER: ‘A lesson-plan cannot be iron- 
clad. I.should welcome questions and invite 
discussion, but make both my servants.” 

I collected and took home for study the answers to 
questions of. last week. For to-day’s session, each 
girl was given a hectographed list of five questions, 
and I said we would spend ten minutes in discussing 
them. I let the girls call for the numbers they were 
most anxious to talk about. The questions were : 

1. Why do people lie? 

2. In how many ways can lie? 

3. Which is worse, a lie found out or one never dis- 
covered ? ; 

4. Are people. ever obliged to lie ? 

5. How many people does a lie injure ? 

We found the Saseinie on very profitable. 

I was not able to:carry out the plan I had in mind 
for beginning :the:lesson proper, because the moment 
we were y one of the htest girls. said,‘‘I don’t 
like to-day’s lessonat all.” This was promptly 
echoed: by several, so I asked ‘‘Why?” One girl 
thought it was a “terrible” one: Another said she 
thought Peter did wrong to kill Ananias and Sap- 
phira, even if they did tell a lie. I corrected that 
statement and os Peter's part (see Professor 
Riddle, on v. 9). She seemed satisfied. 


When he. 


This taugh: . 
_ them all that to tell or act a lie was a dreadful thing, 


.& paragraph on" They 
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Then Elsie said she didn’t ‘‘see how they both 
could have dropped right down dead.” I said that I 
did not understand it either, that it was another of 
the **mysteries.” 1 recalled the story of Uzzah 
and briefly Nadab and Abihu, and said we cannot 
understand why such severe punishments were given, 
because we cannot understand God's plans, or know 
why he does a great many things that seem harsh to 
us. I told briefly what the best commentators say 
about the death of Ananias and hira; then asked 
what the result would have been if lying and hypoc- 
risy had been allowed to enter the church at the start. 


ere I gave a brief description of Barnabas and 
his whole- » generous the honor probably 
given him by the company of believers, the probable 


pleasure of Peter and the other apostles; pictured 
Ananias and Sapphira 4s members of the company, 
and asked if any reason could be seen why they 
had been tempted to do what they did. The girls 
suggested that vs they wanted to please the 
apostles and to be honored by the people. I asked 
if that was: . “They were not sure. I said that 
Barnabas wa to , and their motive was not 
as good as his; still I not think it was wrong to 


want to please such men as thea , or to want 
the approval of the peneies Sore they did not want to 
earnit. They wanted , but did not want to be 


honest. They wanted to seem to be, but not to be. 
They were not sincere. . 

And I added that I would rather have anyiing cold 
of'me than that. What does ‘‘sincere” mean? ‘They 
said, ‘‘true, real, genuine,” etc. I gave the Latin 
from which the is said to come,—sine cera (with- 
out wax),—and told the story of the old custom of writ- 
ing sine cera on furniture made from the solid wood, 
to distinguish it from that made of small pieces, with 
the cracks filled in with wax, and then varnished and 
ng er so that it did not show. Both seemed alike, 

t were so different. So with the gifts of Barnabas 
and Ananias. I closed with as — a plea as I 
could, using a story to help fix it, that they should be 
‘* sine cera” in their lives. In our closing prayer 
I said that if we want people to ¢hink we are good, 
there is justjone way,—to de good, and asked for help 
and courage that we may never be false witnesses. 


Home Work for the Girls on Next Week's Lesson 


The lesson just taught was assigned to be written 
in the book under title ‘‘ False Witnesses." I asked 
the girls to write from memory two or three sentences 
about the following words: ‘‘ Pharisees,” ‘*Saddu- 
cees,” “high priest,” *‘the Sanhedrin,” and said I 
would mar e@ pa and return them,. To. one 
girl I gave two clippings about-Gamaliel; to-another, 
were beaten.” To the whole 
class: read the lesson edrefully, and decide what you 
think is the most wonderful thing in it. 


FitcusureG, Mass. 


My Class of Boys 


By Eugene C. Foster 


66 ESOLVED, That a lie is sometimes justifi- 
able.” That was the question with which 
we started our class work. No trouble about 

attention or interest. Several had made some defi- 

nite preparation to take sides; others-had just yt 
it over. I found some reluctance to begin the dis- 
cussion in behalf of the affirmative, so I began by 
stating some of the seemingly plausible arguments for 
telling a lie to save life—the case of monng an in- 
sane man who was bent on killing a certain fellow if 
he could find him; the man asks me where the fel- 
low is, and I deliberately lie to him and send him in 

a wrong direction. - 

One of the boys who was to take the nega- 
tive, said he couldn’t see how it could be right to lie 
because the Bible said plainly it was wrong, and 
didn’t say anything about two kinds of lies, right 
and wrong ones. 

Then several contended for the ‘‘lie of necessity,” 
though they did not callitthat. One thought it right 
to lie in war, if, by so doing, lives could be saved. I 
closed the discussion with a brief statement of Dr. 
Trumbull’s position (‘‘A Lie Never Justifiable ”) 
that God was essentially Truth, and could not lie, 
that therefore he could not condcne a lie; that a child 


of God, king of God’s nature, could not lie. We 
talked about lying in the concrete, the kind of lying 
we, as boys, had more than once practised. We 


found that in every case telling one lie called for 
another, and another—and each had to be big enough 
to cover all that had, gone before. 

Then we turned abruptly to the lesson, which 
had not been referred to yet. Here we found men- 
tioned the man whose name has ever since stood for 
lying. ‘To be an Ananias is to be aliar. What was 
back of his lie? Greed; wanted to hold on to his new 
belief with one hand, and hold on to evil with the 
other. He couldn’t do it; no one can. 

He was punishec swiftly, and Peter told him that 
he had lied to the Holy Spirit. Now there’s the gist 
of this whole business of falsehood.’ We are not 
simply false: to the one to whom we falsify; we are 
false to God. ‘ 

What is the difference between a ‘‘ white” lie and 
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thought a little thing could not be 
trusted in 


larger things. If one adopts 
the plan of being false when it’s con- 
venient, it may be convenient at any 
- time. 
We closed our lesson with a little 
prayer that God would help us to be 
straight in everything. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


(To be assigned by the teacher, giving one or more 
questions to ‘each boy, the answers to be 
brought into class next Sunday.) 

1. Read Acts 1: 8, and then find which 
verse in the lesson shows that the apos- 
tles were .true.to their commission. 

2. Read Psalm g1:-11, 12 and select 
the verse in the lesson that. shows the 
fulfilment of this promise. 

3. Read Isaiah 9: 6,7 and Matthew 
1:21, and select the verse that indi. 


_ cates the fulfilment of prophecy. 


4. How did the high priest seek to 
silence the apostles? 5. What did an 
angel tell the apostles todo? 6. Wh 
aide Peter refuse to obey the high priest ? 
7. Who counseled moderation in dealing 
with the disciples? 8. What punish- 
ment besides. imprisonment did the 
apostles suffer ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


True and False Brotherhood: the 
Sanctity of the Church Maintained 


I. THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Acts 4: 
32 to’5 : II). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 
ETWEEN verses 31 and 32 of chap- 
ter four may have elapsed some 
considerable time. The paragraph 
beginning with verse 32 is a generaliza- 
tion whith ‘prepares the .way for the 
mention of Barnabas and of Ananias. 
It declares the growing unity of the body 
of believers, and the splendid spirit that 
characterized their daily life. So con- 
secrated was every member of the com- 
munity, so truly were they a brother- 
hood in Christ, that each regarded his 
possessions as a trust given him by God 
for the benefit of those who were less 
favored. Hence none were in need, for 
all shared together. A truly unselfish, 
friendly helpfulness took possession of 
the church as awhole. This spirit gave 
them great responsiveness to the apos- 
tolic message. 

We are not, probably, to understand 
that every wealthy man in the commu- 
nity sold his property at once. Rather 
one after another did so, as occasion 
arose, placing the proceeds in the hands 
of the apostles for distribution. This 
happened the more readily because it 
seemed to every one that the coming of 
Christ was close at hand, and there was 
little necessity of anticipating the future. 

A leader in this splendid generosity 
was Joseph Barnabas,'a Jew born in 
Cyprus, notable for his kindliness of 
heart and sound judgment. He solda 
field and laid its price at the feet of the 
apostles. Probably this act brought 
him ay popularity, for Ananias and 
Sapphira were induced to imitate it at 
less cost. They sold some property and 
pretended to bring to the apostles the 
purchase price, whereas they brought 
— a portion of it. Their sudden and 
awful fate stamped decisively their ac- 
tion with its just character. It was not 
a venial and amusing joke, but a delib- 
erate and deadly sin against God. 

The fate of Ananias emphasized the 
sacredness of the church as the abode of 
God. It was now a fairly compact body 
of believers, professing allegiance to the 
risen Christ and acknowledging the 
leadership of the Spirit. The difference 
between it and other religious organi- 
zations was far-reaching, but only on 
condition that it remained true. ; 

When hypocrites are eliminated from 
a situation, believers tend to multiply. 
Not unbelievers, but those whoare nomi- 
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The punishment of Ananias saved the 


ousness of his sin, and exalted for all 
time the true ‘standards of personal 
righteousness. 


II, Rerexence LITERATURE. 

- A leaflet containing the names and prices of refer- 
ence works bearing on the current lessons will- be 
mailed by The Sunday School Times Co., upon re- 
quest, for two two-cent stamps. 

Stifler ‘‘Introduction to the Book of 
Acts” pp. 43-48 has an admirable study 
of this episode, emphasizing its lesson. 
Bartlett’s notes are capital in the New- 
Century ‘‘ Acts.” Likewise are those in 
the Expositor’s Greek Testament, vol- 
ume 2. 


III. SuGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF 
THE LESSON, 

[This section aims to outline, in a form suitable 

for discussion, the themes in which adults will be 


Itigin ded to afford hints for a variety 
of treatments er than one unvarying method.] 


The fate of: the two hypocrites em- 
phasizes the importance to the church of 
righteousness. The Spirit of God can- 





Y | hot dwell in the midst of that which is 


not holy. 

The United Community. What two 
characteristics of the community of be- 
lievers are mentioned? Does one imply 
the other? 

The Spirit of Brotherhood. How was 
this manifested? How generally? 

The Distribution. By whom were 
the gifts distributed? Does this imply 
an organized church ? 

The’ Character of Barnabas. What 
good deed brought Barnabas into promi- 
nence? What were his other claims to 
respect ? 

he Sin Ananias and Sapphira. 
What was their sin? What made it so 
heinous? What was the punishment? 

The Effect upon the Church? What 
was the impression produced upon all? 
How does such a ‘‘ fear” affect true be- 
lievers? How does it affect others? Is 
itsalutary? . ihe 

A Comparison. Consider, in this con- 
nection, the solemn word of Jesus, Mat- 
thew 12 ; 31, 32. 


IV. For Home Strupy on Next WEEk's 
LESSON. 
(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to mem- 
bers of the class.) 

1. What was the occasion for renewed 
persecution of the apostles by the priests ? 
2. How did the apostles receive encour- 
agement? 3. What did Gamaliel advise 
the council to do? 4. How did the ex- 
pegience affect the leaders? 


WasHBuRN COLLEGE, TopeKA, KANSAS. 





| Children at Home 








When the Snowball Melted 
By Hilda Richmond 


ry the pretty gifts grandma had 
sent at Christmas was a huge snow- 
ball made of cotton and sparkling 
with diamonds, the children thought. 
It had gay ribbons for hangers, so their 
mother had hung it up in the play room, 
where every one admired it very much. 
Of course in time it became dusty, and 
now it was May, and the housecleaning 
was going on in the play room, 

“Pick up everything you care for, 
and pack your toys away in the boxes,” 
mother had said that morning, so the 
children were very busy. ‘The oid 
things are to be burned up or given 
away.” 

‘“‘Are the things to be taken down 
from the walls, mama?” asked Ruth 
anxiously, for a whole family of paper 
dolls lived on the wall under the win- 
dow... It is very convenient to be able 
to pin the children to the wall when 
space is limited, so Mrs. Susie Paper 
was very little trouble. 

‘* Yes, indeed! Jane will be here with 
her gg Per even broom in a few min- 
utes, nything you want to save must 





nally believers, yet unfaithful, are the 


come down at once.” 
** Are ‘you going to burn up the snow- 






seri- j‘of:a'snowball in: 
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. ~“ Yes, ~ dear, ~ It is all. ~and 
Maui. ‘Besides it is time’ all snowballs” 


sappeared, isn’t it i 


‘“Who ever heard of a snowball burn- 
ing up?” cried*Ruth. ‘* Won't that be 
funny?” 

‘We'll save the frame for another 
year,” said mother, ‘‘and cover it with 
cotton again. It was so pretty when it 
was new.” As she spoke she took down 
the big dirty ball, and a shower of dust 
and bright particles came with it. 

How it happened they never could 
tell, but just then the snowball went all 
to pieces, and there stood Mrs. Chester 
in the midst of a shower of tiny parcels 
done up in tissue paper and tied with 
gay tibbons. A little parcel perched on 

er shoulder and two more lay on her 
dusting cap, while the floor was strewn 
with them. All that was left of the 
snowball was the frame on which it had 
been made. 

‘‘Two Christmases in one year!” 
screamed Jamie, picking up the parcels. 
‘I wonder why grandma didn’t tell.us.” 

‘‘It’s more fun this way!” cried Ruth. 
‘*I wish we could have a Christmas 
snowball to melt every day.” 

There were handkerchiefs and ribbons 
and paper dolls and so many prett 
things that it would take too long to tell 
about them, Grandma only laughed 
when they told her the great news, and 
said she had never heard before of that 
kind of snowball keeping so long. 
‘*They usually melt on Christmas,” she 
said, ‘‘ but yours kept till May. I won- 
der if the climate is getting colder.” 


KENTON, OHIO. 


Music 
Lessons Free 


IN YOUR OWN HOME 


A wonderful offer to every lover of music whether 
a beginner or an advanced player. 

Ninety-six lessons (or a less number if you desire) 
for either Piano, Organ, Violin, Guitar, Banjo, Cor- 
net, Sight Singing, or Mandolin will be given free 
to make our home study courses for these instru- 
ments known in your locality. You will get one les- 
son weekly, and your only expense during the time 
you take the lessons will be the cost of postage and 
the music you use, which is small. Write at once. 
It will mean much to you to get our free booklet. 
It will place you under no obligation whatever to us 
if you never write again. You and your friends 
should know of this work. Hundreds of our pupils 
write; “‘ Wish I had known of your school before.’’ 
‘* Have learned more in one term in my home with 
your weekly lessons than in three terms with private 
teachers, and at a great deal less expenge.”” ‘‘ Every- 
thing is so therough and complete.” “ The | 
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THE ALLEN MFO. CO, 1467 Allen Bldg. Toledo, 0. 











Classified Advertising 


Financial 


§* Registered Gold Bonds, security 400% New York 
Rea 
1 








Estate ; interest semi-annually guaranteed ; 

co and up; $3,000,000 assets ; nighest nk refer- 

ences. Write to-day for Booklet S. S. New York 
Realty Owners, Suite 500, 489 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 


* 
Sankey’s Story 
“ MY LIFE AND THE STORY OF THE GOS- 
PEL HYMNS” is the title of Ira D. Sankey’s 
wonderfully interesting book of autobiographical 
reminiscences. . 24 illustrations. Beauti- 
fully bound. Price, a postpaid. The Sunday 
School Timiés Co., 103r alnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 











Agents Wanted 


AGENTS-—$300 every 





month selling our wonderfal 
seven-piece Kitchen Set. Send for sworn state- 
ment of $12 daily profit. OutfitFree. Thomas Manu- 
facturing Co., ray Home, Building, Dayton, Ohio. 





Pictures 


BEAUTIFUL HALF-TONE REPRODUCTIONS 
of Photographs of Holy Land Views, Utensils 
and Furnishings illustrating Oriental manners and 





» with oc uctions of famous 
paintings. 25 Pictures for 10 cents. ‘These Pictures 
are bac numbers of the well-known “‘ Sunday School 


Times Lesson Pictures.”” They have been assorted 
into packages of twenty-five each, and will be sold for 
the noeninal opm sf 3 conte : 12 packages fs toca of 

ctures) for e ar; postage p n either 
Zee. Send at once. The Sunday Shool Times Com- 
pany, 103: Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





TWO BEAUTIFUL COLORED TISSOT PIC- 

TURES and complete list of 240 subjects (120 
Old Testament and 120 New Testament) will be sent 
for five cents in stamps. The Sunday School ‘Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











are marvels of simplicity, and my 11 year old boy has 
not had the least trouble to learn.”” One minister 
writes: “As each succeeding lesson comes I am 
more and more fully persuaded I made no mistake in 
becoming your pupil.” 
We have been established nine years—-have thou- 
sands of pupils from eight years of age to seventy. 
m’t say you cannot learn music till you send for 
our free booklet and tuition offer. It will be sent by 
return mail free. Address U. S. SCHOOL OF 
MUSIC, Box 201, 225 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 


JOY AND PRAIS 


patrick and J. H. Fillmore. Contains the most beau- 
tiful songs you ever heard. Keturnable mailed 
for examination. Fillmore Music House, 528 Elim 
St., Cincinnati, O.; also 41-43 Bible House, N.Y. 





The new Sunday- 
school song _book 
by William J. Kirk- 





























When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 








JUST ISSUED 


The 


Panorama 
of Creation 


As presented in Genesis, 
considered in its relation 
with the study of the earth’s 
formation as observed by 
scientists. 


By David L. Holbrook 


A comparison of the first 
chapter of Genesis, consid- 
ered as literature, with known 
scientific data concerning the 
pte of creation. It is 

th reverent and scientific, 
and will interest every earn- 
est Bible student. 95 pages. 


Fifty cents, net, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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EVERYTHING for the GARDEN 
tultaral policaton‘ot the day ta book of s09 pages _7oo Photo engravings 


of inf ti i 
pe ay hy 


alone it is invalua ‘ 
To give this catalogue the largest possible distribution, we make the following liberal offer : 


ead tea 
pest Ts i aac Se 


charge, our famous Soc. 1 f seeds con- 
one packet each of Giant Mixed Sweet Peas; Giant Fancy Pansies, 
; Asters, mixed; Henderson's ing Dosion Lettuce, 
reedom ge Soy em poe tone fi Tun Beet in a coupon ene 
velope, which, when and retu: acce pted as 25-cent 
cash peyment on any order amounting to $1.00 and upward. - 
“Henderson’s Seeds are Tested Seeds” 


PETER HENDERSON & CO.’ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES ~ 








Burpee’s2 
Seeds 


A book of 174 pages. It tells the 


in America, 


will be mailed Free to all who 
appreciate Quality in Seeds. 
in truth about the Best Seeds that can be 


grown, —as proved at our famous FORDHOOK FARMS,—ihe most complete re 


carefully 


With hundreds of illustrations from phot 
written ions, it is A SAFE GUIDE to success in the garaen 
Tr er ee 


ly name this paper 


W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO., Burpee Building, Philadelphia. 











Pn ee Te 


postage prepaid. 





Dye Sanday School Gimmes 


Philadelphia, January 23, 1909 
Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 


second-class matter. 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate aidsmes or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year, 
$ 1.00 One copy, or any number of 
# copies less than five, $1.00 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly a 

One copy addi- 
Free Copies  jionai will be sliowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent ta.a 
countries e aced in the Universal Postal 
the following rate, which includes postage : 
One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 
Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. : 
For Great Britain, Mr. ‘T. French Downie, 2t War- 
wick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly or half- 
early subscriptions at the above rate, the paper to 
mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 
Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications of 
The Sunday School Times Company. 
The pager ts not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by special request. 
Enough copies of any one issue of the pa, to 
enable all the teachers of a school to examine Etoile 
be sent free, upon application. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. .: 


of the 
nion at 





How to Talk with God 


By a Veteran Pastor 


A beautiful little book containing the articles entitled 
‘*A Veteran Pastor’s Prayets’’ which appeared week 
by week in The Sunday School Times during 1908. 
also contains the noteworthy article by the s:.me author 
entitled ‘«‘How to Talk with God."’ 
cloth, gold lettering ; gilt top, deckle edge. 


It 


Bound in white 
50 cents, 


Tue SunpDAy SCHOOL TimEsS Co., 1031 WALNUT S7., PHILADELPHIA, PA, 








HYMNS 
OF 
WORSHIP 
AND 
SERVICE 
FOR THE 


ANEW EPOCH” 


is marked by the issue of 
this book. It is what you 
have waited for. 

** I telegraphed this morning 
for 200 copies. But one voice in 
the decision.” 

** Just the book I should de- 
light toknowwasinall echools.”’ 

‘ Refreshing.” 
“ Best ever pubiished.”” 
Note department for Sun- 

day-school choirs and 32 
pages of special services. 


SUNDAY : 
SC H 00 L "Friseon nee IS 


The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 


GIPSY SMITH’S 


ALLOWED sews 


NEW and OLD 
By 1. ALLAN SANKEY, soa of IRA D. SANKEY 
$25 per hundred 35c. each by mail 
Returnable samptes mailed to ‘ earnest in=uirers” 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago 


SONGS WORTH WHILE Succx, S3szx! 
a! s ¥ ew in matter and style ; 


also the best old hymns. D. C. JOHN, D 


Editor. 1 copy by mail, 35 cents; roo copies, not 


prepaid, $25.00. Return copy sent to ministers. 
IDEAL EASTER SERVIGE Sizer: 
of new music. 1 copy by mail, & cents; 100 
not prepaid, $5.00. 


John & Edwards, Pubs., $828,Weneier St. 
li you have 


SACRED ORCHESTRA MUSIC «: Scher: 


our Sunday-school send for our list of new sa 
orchestra: selections. We t= 
St., Cincinnati, 0 


























have some beautics. 
more Music House, 528 Eim " 
SY MAN’S TOUR, ONLY $175. 
FUROPE— oe er tours, | and snort, at 
most moderate rates. Apply at once. ‘Fhe 
Temple Tours, 8—C. Beacon St.; bosten, Mass. 





Not too Young to be Christ’s 


LITTLE girl about ten years of age 
came to my house one night after 
school. She was see the Saviour, 

and told me how, for three ts, she had 
been afraid to sleep, feeling the weight of her 
sins, and from her constant weeping while 
with me I knew what deep distress that 
little soul had been in. Very simply I told 
her of Him who had died in her place and for 
her sins, and with a new light and a happy 
joy in her face she said, ‘*Oh, I see it all 
now.’’ The next day, meeting her mother, I 
told of her little girl’s conversion, and her re- 
mark was, ‘‘1 thought she was too young to 
be thinking of such things.”’—/udia H. 
Marshall, Berlin, Ont. 


Witnessing Day 


HAVE become convinced that there 

ought to be another day following De- 

cision Day, that would give our young 
people an opportunity to bear witness for 
Christ, and so, in opel, I took the matter up 
with our Sunday-school Board, and they 
voted unanimously to observe Witnessing 
Day in our (First Methodist Episcopal) Sun- 
day-school, 

I planned for it much as we plan for 
Decision Day, calling he officers and 
teachers together four weeks in advance of 
the day, presenting the plan, and asking that 
each teacher present the matter to his class. 
When the day came we had our usual meet- 
ing in the parlors of the church, preceding 
our Sunday-school hour with prayer and con- 
secration, by the officers and teachers of the 
school, We went from the upper chamber 
to the main school, 

Each teacher was instructed that during 
| class hour each class should witness for 
| Christ, with the teacher as the leader. Many 
of the scholars in all the classes gave testi- 
monies. When the classes were called to- 





and appropriate song, we asked the entire 
school to give testimonies for Christ. These 
became so general that it was necessary for 


our deaconess another division, and the 
superintendent another. Entire classes gave 
rersonal testimony of their love for Christ. 
At many ‘times dozens of scholars were on 
their feet at once. When the hour was over, 
we found that more than four hundred 
| personal testimonies had been given by the 
individual members of our school, In ad- 
| dition, over four hundred more rose in re- 
sponse to the invitation of the superintendent 
that those who had not already testified 
should testify, by rising, to the fact, ‘‘I do 
love Jesus with all my heart.’’ 

It was a great day in our school. Wit- 
nessing Day should follow Decision Day, and 
become one of the greatest days in the Sun- 
day-schools in our land. It has been set 
aside as a day to be annually recognized in 
our church and school.—W, £. Carpenter, 
Brazil, Ind. 


% 


A Campaign of Education 


UCH preparatory work is needed to 
reach the best results in securing de- 
cisions for Christ in the Sunday- 

school. Just notice the careful way the 
superintendents work for a harvest of souls 
in the Greenway Sunday-school in Philadel- 
phia. One week before DecisionDay they 
sent out this letter: 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., 
FEBRUARY I, 1908. 
How do you arrange your household? - Is it 
not your effort to see that each: expenditure, 
whether of money or endeavor, is so made as 
to produce the best results? Your house so 
kept that it may truly be home to those con- 
nected with it, whether those at home during 
the day or those away providing the means to 
keep it? 
ow do you arrange your school-work? Do 
you not strive to study your pupils ; to see that 
they get the best you can give—each for him- 
self —so alike and yet so absolutely different ? 
How do you carry on your business? Do 
you not seek to use effectively all ‘you have, 
time, energy, money? “Do you not endeavor 
to find what plans will best further your work 


. 





For an Effective Decision Day 


gether to the main school room, after prayer 


the pastor to take one part of the building, 
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and make it tell? Or, if you work for another, 
do you not try to make each stroke of hammer 
or pen, each effort of mind or body, produce 
the best results for your employer ? ; 

And how do we approach that glorious work 
given to us by God—all the more glorious be- 
cause entirely voluntary? Are we studying the 
individuals of our classes as te human 
entities, as spirits clothed with human bodies, 
as creations of the Divine Master? Are we 
doing this to help them, to give them out of 
the unfailing store which is ours for the ask- 


ing? . 

We know the limitations of school, business 
or home—too little capital or not as much 
ability or opportunity as we would like—a little 
less education or experience than we want to 
meet the emergencies and trials of the school- 
room—a little less money than we think we 
need to ease one’s mind from the little daily 
economies which are so necessary, yet so irk- 
some. 

For our work there are no limitations. We 
have all the capital we need; all the ability 
and opportunities we require ; all the education 
and experience that is necessary ; all the means 
we want in the outflowing love of Jesus Christ 
and in his strength. 

Therefore the work of individual soul-win- 
ning is the greatest work that God permits us 
todo. It was Christ's own preferred method 
of work as it is his preferred method for us to- 
day. For it is always the most effective way of 
working. $ 

It is the hardest work in the world to do, and 
it always will be the hardest; for ‘‘the Devil 
opposes it most bitterly, and always will as lon 
as he is allowed: to oppose anything good. 
‘Therefore the. worker who seeks to win in- 


‘dividuals to Christ may rest assured that he 


has, by entering upon that work, served notice 
upon the Devil for a life-and-death conflict.” 

But as hard work never yet put you to flight, 
may our loving Lord add his blessing and 
strength to your continued efforts to. oppose 
the Devil in your work of tndividuad. soul- 
winning. 

That our loving Heavenly Father may more 
fully prepare us for the work of next Sunday, as 
you know we are going to meet immediately 
after the morning. service. for Communion at 
his.table, and at 2.30 we will gather, again ig a 
service. of special intercession for additional 
strength for the afternoon. ; 

Very affectionately, 
YOUR SUPERINTENDENTS. 
_ What a glorious opportunity God is offer- 
ing us, 


About two weeks after this letter—one 
( Continued on next page, second column) 








Her Mother-in-Law 
Proved a Wise, Good Friend 


A young woman out in Iowa found a 
wise, good friend in her mother-in-law, 
jokes notwithstanding. She writes: 

‘It is two years since we began using 
Postum ‘in our house. I was greatly 
troubled with my stomach, complexion 
was blotchy and yellow. After meals I 
often suffered ee pains and. would 
have to lie down. y mother often told 
me it was the coffee 1 drank at meals. 
But when I’d quit coffee I’d have a 
severe headache. 

-** While visiting my mother-in-law I 

remarked that she always made such 

coffee, and asked her to tell me 

ow. She laughed and told me it was 

easy to make good ‘coffee’ when you use 
Postum. 

‘* began to use Postum as soon as I got 
home, and now we have the same 
‘ coffee’ (Postum) every day, and Ihave 
no more trouble. Indigestion is a thing 
of the past, and my. complexion has 
cleared up beautifully. 

‘‘My grandmother suffered a great deal 
with her stomach. Her doctor told her 
to leave off coffee. She then took tea 
but that was just as bad. 

‘*She finally was induced to try Pos- 
tum which she has used for over a year. 
She trayelled during the winter over the 
greater part of Iowa, visiting, something 
she had not been able to de for years. 
She says she owes her present good 
health to Postum.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich.. Read, -‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘*There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time totime. They 
are genuine, true, and fullof human 
interest. 
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Baby Laugh 


to health for a baby 
eat and sleep, to on te 
grow fat. 


But fat comes first; don 


a scrawny baby to coe 
why, even his smile laugh 
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way to 
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Dostage, 
“Complete Handy Atlas of the World” —:: 
SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl Street, New York 


BECOME A NURSE 









“TI owe my success to the 
Chautauqua School of Nursing” 


Mrs. Mary E. Tilton, King Ferry, N: Y. 
“Fhave ‘all a work I can do—receive 
$25 a week.” Mis: Virginia Avens, 488 Nostrand 
Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
“ On my last case I received $20 a week.” 
Mrs, Elizabeth W. Stevick, 74 N. 23d St., Phiia., Pa. 
We trained these women in in their own homes to 
become professional nurses. 
We have trained thousands of others, beginners 
and practical nurses, to earn $10 to $30 a week. 
it PAW t of influence, iter 
oa a aa sphere grea 


weeey ete oe Se eeenls ce 

=< physicians. 

The Chastintme School of Nursing 
286 Main St., Jamestown, N. Y. 
























Railway Mail ‘Clerks, Customs 
eres, XClerks at_Washington. 

—e Spring Examinations. 
Can dates prepared free. Write 
for schedule. Franklin Insti- 
tute, Dept. B 84, Rochester, N. Y. 


LEARN VETERINARY DENTISTRY 


ena ayear. We teach oe © eae 
make 2000 three months of pees sents 


ERT gasp veteran oo 


D'VINTY. COURSES A HOME. . Write Pres. > 
Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa 


Paul’s Life 
at a Glance 


Send for “A Chart of 
Paul’s Journeyings,” by 
Arnold. Clear outline 
journey maps; and the 
principal events and 
places arranged in eas- 
ily read columns ; ail on 
one sheet of paper, 12 
by 19 inches. Folds 
within stiff covers small 
enough to slip into one’s 
pocket. Twenty cents. 


THe Sunpay Scuoor Times Co. 
1031 Walnut St, Philadelphia, Pa. 






















(Continued from page 58) 


week after Decision Day—the following note 
to signers was issued : 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., 
FEBRUARY I5, 1908, 
DEAR FRIEND: 
You have ad a declaration of eadiieiai 
ence. God will help you carry out this inde- 
mdence, for he says (Psalm 32:8) ‘I will 
truct thee and teach thee in the way which | 
thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye."’ 
Do not worry for your life; get all the en- 
couragement out of it you can, “ Saint Paul | 
says, '' Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners ; of whom I am chief.’’ Ashe leaned on 
the Saviour and lived a glorious life, so can we, 


If you are troubled about anything, go to || 


your teacher or superintendent, and all sym- 
pathy will be yours. Now that Jesus has found 
you, tell others the a. 

May you—as Jesus did when a boy, increase 


in wisdom and stature, and in favor with Gad |, 


and man. 
bie ee yours, 
our Superintendents, 
Epw. R. LONGSTRETH, 
ROBERT P. FIELD. 


At the same time this ‘follow up’? letter 
is sent to the teacher : 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., 
FEBRUARY I5, 1908. 
DEAR TEACHER : 


We have passed through a wonderful time. 
May the God of peace guide us and help us 
guide our dear ones into life and through life. 

We have sown the seed. Now we must 
watch, water and cultivate until we have strong 
Christian fruit. - 

Every class should be a training school for 
service, and every scholar should be hard at 
work in that service between sessions. Do not 
forget to keep up the prayer circle idea for in- 
dividual and collective strength. Do not for- 
get the educational power of the Scriptures, 
and urge the constant reading of the Bible. 

The need and duty of ‘follow up‘’ work 
here are as vital as in every other field of 
effort, and our failure to follow up may mean 
complete failure. 

Those who have signed these cards, and 
others who may have been impressed, may 
stumble and fall for lack of the encouragement 
we may be able to give. 

‘Fear thou not; for I am with thee : be not 
dismayed ; for I am thy God ; I will strengthen 


thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the right 


hand of my righteousness."’ 
Very affectionately, 


YOUR SUPERINTENDENTS. 4 


% 
Decision Day Nuggets 


‘*No pastor can conduct the Decision 
Day service unless he has been in the school 
in sympathy with the teachers and scholars, 
No one can conduct it so effectively as he if 
the results are to be conserved. No one is 
so competent to do it. If he in this way 
reaches the children, he will be much more 
able to reach the parents.—/rom a success- 
ful pastor. 


‘* Men who have been in the ministry for 
the last twenty or thirty years are conscious 
of the changes which have come upon their 
modes of thought and methods of work. 
Experience leads many pastors to give their 
most earnest efforts now to the winning of 
the boys and girls to Christ and to the 
church, It is pitiful to think how we often 
neglect the children, and then labor with 
agonizing prayer and heroic appeal for the 
conversion of men and women. We have 
sometimes thought that we have honored the 
grace of God more when a man steeped in 
sin is brought to Christ than when a noble 
boy or beautiful girl lovingly submits to the 
call of mercy. Boys and girls, properly in- 
structed, ought to yield their hearts to Christ 
as easily as a flower opens when kissed by 
the sun. It ought to be considered as an 
unforgivable error on the part of Christian 
parents when any of their children grow up 
to manhood or womanhood outside of Christ 
and the church. - We ought as much to ex- 
pect that boys and girls would come into the 
church, as the school of Christ, as that they 
go to human schools for secular learning. 
We more magnify the grace of God when we 
labor for the conversion of the young, before 
sin puts its indelible stain upon the soul, 


‘ 


than when we win to Christ an old sinner | 


who has long been the slave of sin. Even 
the blood of Jesus Christ cannot wash from 
the soul the memory of the sins committed 
before conversion. Conversion may save 
the soul of an old sinner—shriveled, dwarfed, 
and truncated as it certainly is ; but although 
his soul may be saved his life is utterly and 
eternally lost.”,—2&. S. MacArthur, D.D. 


| 





‘THE ‘SUNDAY: SCHOOL ‘TIMES : 








‘Is the vivid story of a tour 
of observation: of fifty Sun- 
day-schools large and small 
in ten states of the Union 
and in ten different denomi- 
nations. ‘The Editor of The 
Sunday School Times made 
his visits in order to study 
the actual conditions, problems, needs, successes, and defects of Sun- 
day-schools not on parade, but just as any one might find them on any 
Sunday in the year. The visits included all sorts of schools, morning, 
noon, and afternoon schools, the smallest of country schools and the 
largest city Sunday-school in the world. Secrets of success have been 
searched out, and causes of failure. There will be a ‘‘ White List’’ 
of good things discovered, and ‘‘ Black List’’ of defects noted. Much 
can be learned from both lists for the gain of any school in existence. 


What I Saw : 
in Fifty 
Sunday-Schools 














The work of individual soul- 
winning is to haye greater 
prominence than ever in 
The Sunday School Times 
in 1909. The Editor and 
the readers will conduct a 
discussion of its privileges, 
plans, and problems, in a 
new department to be devoted to ‘‘ The King’s Business.’’ You are 
invited to send in your queries, suggestions, reports of work done, 
for early consideration in this department. The Great Commission 
is binding upon any one who has accepted the gospel for himself. 
The message must be passed on to others, one by one. ‘The King’s 
Business 7s our business, our first obligation, our highest privilege. 
But it is not easy to do individual work, not easy to carry the message 
convincingly, and hence the call of individual need is a challenge to tact 
and faithfulness and the will-to do our high duty of winning others to 
Christ. How to do this will be studied in the new department this year. 


The King’s 
Business— 
Is it Ours ? 














What do you really know 
about the man who for these 
many years has guarded as 
no other man the doors of 
the American home from 
the entrance of printed and 
pictured vileness? Have 


The Truth about 
Anthony 
Comstock 

















you wondered about his 
sincerity, his wisdom, his real usefulness? Have you even had your 
fling at him in slighting word or shake of the head? He is probably 
the most viciously abused man in America. Since 1872 he has been on 
duty. He has destroyed something over forty-one tons of vile books, 
28,425 pounds of stereotype plates for printing such books, 2,621,625 
obscene pictures, and 12,785 negatives for printing such pictures. His 
biography is a story of physical and moral courage, of daring and clear- 
headed devotion to a dangerous work, with nothing less than miraculous 
achievement against the entrenched forces of evil. Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull has been authorized by Mr. Comstock to tell the whole 
inspiring story in a serial biography to appear in The Sunday School 
Times in 1909. ‘The story would not be told here were it not that it 
reveals throughout the principles of heroic devotion to a great cause 
and unbounded faith in the Heavenly Father’s daily guidance and 
protecting care. 





Will you send us the names of a few friends—just write the names 
and addresses on a postal card—who would like to know about these and 
other features of The Sunday School Times in this Fiftieth Anniversary 
year? And, by the way, does every teacher and officer in your school 
have the paper every week ? .If -you know of any who do not, will 
you do them the favor of introducing them to your club organizer ? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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This is the Maid of fair renown 

Who scrubs the floors of Spotiess Town. 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair of specs or two. 

And her employment is:'t slow, 

Por she employs SAPOLIO. 


Ever since there have been homes, 
scrubbing has been considered the 
hardest part of the day’s work. 


SAPOLIO 


has changed that, and to-day, every 
surface, from the kitchen floor to the 
ook delicate wD ye in the parlor, can 

oe Ta y clean by APOLIO 
nabbed htly on with a brush or a 
cloth, an Teme off with clear water. 




















How to stop cost leaks 
How to train and handle men 
How to get and hold a position 
How to advertise a 
—How to devise office methods 


Sending for thid free book binds to nothing, involves 
you in no — yet it may be means of starting you 
‘ou will not deny yourself this 
ofa postal—a penny! 
say “Send on your 9,059-word Booklet.’ Send to 


SYSTEM, Dept. 232, 151-153 Wabash Avenue, Chicago 








Old at Twenty 
Return of Youth With Proper Food 


Many persons who eat plenty never 
seem to be properly nourished. 

That's because the food is not digested 
and absorbed. Much that is eaten is 

ever taken up by the system as real 
ood, and so the tissues simply starve 
nd the individual may, as in a recent 
ase, look and feel old in what should be 
he bloom of life, youth. 

‘At twenty I was prematurely old. 
All the health and vigor and brightness 
of youth had been, as it seemed, stolen 
from me. I went to work in the morn- 
ing with slow steps and a dull head. 

** My work through the day was un- 
satisfactory for my breakfast lay in m 
stomach likeahardlump. Iwas een 5 
= the gas in my stomach was very an- 

ng. | After supper I usually went to 
to toss half the night from sheer 
nervousness, 

‘« This was all from indigestion—wrong 
eating. 

‘Finally I tried Grape-Nuts and I 
cannot describe the full benefits received 
from the food. It gave me back my 
health. It has completely restored good 
digestion and relieved me of my ailments. 
I steadily improved and am now strong 
and in perfect health.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘* The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
One appears from time to time. They 


are genuine, true, and full of human 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, February 7, 1909. 
Our Christian Endeavor Comrades 
the world over. (Psa. 98 : 1-9. 
Christian Endeavor Day.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON. —A universal God (Rom 3 : 27-31). 
‘lUES.— Universal worship (Psa. 66 : 1-20). 
WED.—A universal kingdom (Matt. 13 : 


THURS. — Bate ecsal fellowship (1 Cor 1: 
1-9). 
FR1I.— Universal service (Mark 16 : 14-20). 


Sat.—Universal brotherhood (Matt. 12: 
46-50). 











| dary. Too much has been made of them. 


UMAN souls are alike all over the 
world. Mr. Kipling in the best ofall 
his ballads begins with the thought of 

their unlikeness: 


**O East is East and West is West, and never 
the twain shall meet 

‘Till earth and sky meet, Presently at God's 
great judgment seat.’ 


But he goes on to the larger truth at once: 


‘* But there is neither East nor West, border, 
nor breed, nor birth, 

When two strong men stand face to face, tho’ 
they come from the ends of the earth."’ 


And the limitation to ‘‘ strong men’’ needs 
to be cut out. There is no East and West 
in souls, God made of one blood all the 
nations of the earth and they have the same 
kind of souls and the same kind and color 
of blood. 2 


There are differences but they are secon- 


We have been told that the East and West 
could never understand each other, that the 
East bends before the force of the West, but 
turns back to its old thoughts again. There 
is no such mysterious dividing line between 
any two'sectidfis of the world. Some Ameri- 
cans have more in common with some 
Koreans than they have with other Americans. 
The distinctions of langua of race, 
of color, are not PE a distinctions. 
Men are brothers under their skins. 


Men everwhere have the same fundamen- 
tal problems and needs, The same sins 
assail their souls in all lands, There are no 
peculiar sins, They are all the universal ex- 
perience of men, The same sorrows weigh 
upon all hearts. Mothers weep for their 
little ones. Friend mourns for friend. The 
needs of men are the same. All need a 
father in heaven, a Saviour, a Guide on 
earth, life in death and light in darkness. 


% 

And what God, who is the God of all, has 
provided for his children, he has provided for 
all his children. His own love is for them 
all, It is not for one favored race, His Son 
came for them all. You might not think so 
from looking at the world, but it is the fact. 
He came as truly and as much for the 
Chinese and the African as for the English 
and American. The words of thc Saviour 
made no distinction in favor of special races. 
His disciples were to go to all nations, to 
preach the gospel in all the world, to be 
witnesses unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth. As long as anywhere in the world 
any man is left unreached men have been 
narrower than the love and thought of God. 


All men are brothers. Jesus’ parable of 
the Good Samaritan teaches us that any man 
in need is our neighbor. It is not the man 
whose lands adjoin ours merely, although 
that makes a large number. ‘‘ How deep 
does your land run?’’ asked one man of 
another who tried to narrow the bounds of 
his neighborhood. ‘* Down to the center of 
the earth,’’ said he in his greed. - ‘* Come,”’ 
was the reply, ‘‘that makes you neighbor at 
the center to every other man in the world 
who owns a square foot of earth.’’ 


Is it **how few ’’ or “how many men can 
we serve ?’’ with us ? 


other make. 





Highest-grade 
Pianos 
in the World: 


$5 00cach 


Chickering 
Knabe 
Schomacker 











Emerson Piano Popularity 
Why P 


Almost everybody knows, in a general way, that there are said to 
be more EMERSON pianos in use in Philadelphia than those of any 


But how many have stopped to consider what this means. 

Everybody knows that any piano buyer would prefer the best piano 
that is made, yet comparatively few can pay the price of the best. 

This class of buyers outnumbers any other class five to 
one probably, & is the class that insists upon ‘“‘the best piano 
obtainable for the least money.”’ 

It is this class of exacting, critical buyers that has placed so many 
EMERSON pianos in Philadelphia. 

Which proves, in the final analysis, that the EMERSON piano 
approaches most nearly to the highest possible grade in quality, while it 
approaches most nearly the lowest dependable grade in price. 
price status is best shown by the following : 


“—— 
a 


Its 





Midway between | Lowest Priced 


the two Piano in. the 
extremes ts the World that ts 
absolutely 
$3 5 Oo dependable 


Emerson 


Piano 


$750 lower than 
the highest, 
$155 higher 

than the lowest 


‘$105 


Sor that mar- 
velous Piano 


The J. C. 
Campbell 











position or surroundings. 


serious criticism. 


Some exceptionally 








It is a piano that anybody may be proud of regardless of his 
It is a piano that any musician recognizes at once as being above 


It is a piano whose wonderful staying powers have been proven by 
the experience of fifty years. 

It is a piano whose price anybody can reach with our help in the 
matter of terms, which will be made to suit your convenience. 


beautiful styles, wholly new, are now being 


received. Write for catalogue & particulars if you cannot call. 
JOHN WANAMAKER 



































Philadelphia Paris New York 
= 
Unique Attendance Cards The 
facilitate marking the attenda of the members of 2 
the Adult Bible Clasces, we e prepared <iipake| Adult Bible Class 
cae ae ee wee unday. The secre- Its O ieatten end Week 
Write Name and Address Plainly 
By W. C. PEARCE 
Adult Department Superintendent of the In- 
Name. ternational Sunday School Association. 
Price, 25 cents, postpaid. 
Address nee sight coven, page book, with the follow- 
contents 
5 If have read the lesson please Cj The Adult — — Movement. 
check the square Clase Orgeniadtion 
tary of the class can furnish the bers with ugh How to Organize. 
coupons for a single month or with an entire strip at one The Class Constitution. 
time. As each member can tear off his n Duties of Class Officers and 
and hand it to the tary on entering the class room, Committees. 
there will be no time lost to either the secretary or class in c Meeti 
marking and recording attendance of each member. lass Meetings, 
These tickets are ted and supplied in strips of six Class Activities. : 
coupons are sold in packages of seventeen strips Appendix—Samples of Printed 
(102 coupons) for 25 cents, postpaid. Matter. 


The Westminster Press, Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 








PULPITS, Eos. Chats ona Wise Eh 


> Desks, Opera 
Bank Furniture, Office 










z 


Seen Oy Sane Oe 
oO 
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WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO KNOW 








make your life a burden, 
rrK walking a torture. 
ALVE cures without 
pain, Porson, or ris 


S cents at druggist’ 's or by mail, 
Giant Chemical Co., Philadelphia. 








interest. 





Do we prefer a shriveled human gospel for 
one race or a great gospel of God for all? 






About each book we issue as soon as it comes 
out? We will gladly put your name on our 
Permanent Mailing List for book announce- 
ments. A postal card request will be sufficient. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Wainut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

















